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36TH CONGRESS, { HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 5 REPORT C. C. 
2d Session. 5 l No. 261. 
RICHARD S. COXE, ADMINISTRA1.'OR OF ANNA GIBSON. 
DECEMBER 18, 1860.-Reported from the Court of Claims, committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 
The COURT OF CLAIMS submitted the following 
REPORT. 
To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States in Congress assembled: 
The Court of Claims respectfully presents the following documents 
as the report in the case of 
RICHARD S. COXE, ADMINISTRATOR OF ANNA 
GIBSON, vs. THE UNITED STATES. 
1. The petition of the claimant, brief and supplemental petition. 
2. Extract from proceedings of the accounting officers under act of 
February 12, 1793. 
3. Solicitor's brief, with appendix. 
4. Opinion of Judge Scarburgh, adverse to the claim. 
5. Opinion of Judge Loring, concurring. 
6. Opinion of Judge Hughes, dissenting. 
By order of the Court of Claims. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the 
[L. s.] seal of said court, at Washington, this 17th day of Decem-
ber, A. D: 1860. 
SAM'L H. HUNTINGTON, 
Okie/ Clerk Court of Claims. 
IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 
RICHARD S. CoxE, ADMINISTRATOR OF ANNA GrnsoN, DECEASED, vs. THE 
UNITED STATF.S. 
Petition, &c. 
The petition of Richard S. Coxe, of the city and county of Wash-
ington, D. C., the administrator of Anna Gibson, deceased, respect-
fully showetb : 
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That his intestate was the widow of Colonel George Gibson, who 
served under General A. St. Clair in the diastrous campaign against 
the Indians in the year 1791. In the course of this unfortunate expe-
dition Colonel Gibson, fighting gallantry for his country? receive~ a 
mortal wound, from the effect of which he shortly after died, leavmg 
your petitioner's intestate his widow and several young children. 
Your petitioner further show2-th that on the 12th Febr1;ary, 1~93, 
an act of Congress was passed entitled '' An act relative to claims aga1~st 
the United States not barred by any statute of limitations? and ~bich 
have not been already adjusted." (1 Stat., 301.) By this ~ct it was 
provided that all claims upon the United States, enumeratmg those 
of several descriptions, which had not already been barred by any 
statute of limitations and " which shall not be presented at the 
, treasury before the fi;st day of May, 1794, shall be forever barred, 
&c. ;" provided, that nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
effect loan office certificates, &c. 
The second section of this act provided '' that it shall be the ~uty 
of the Auditor of the Treasury to receive all such claims aforesaid as 
have not been heretofore barred by any act of limitations as shall be 
presented before the time aforesaid, with the certificates or other dot 
uments in support thereof, and to cause a record to be 1;11ade of t e 
names of the persons and of the time when the said claims are pre-
sented; which record shall be made in the presence of the person or 
persons presenting the same, and shall be the only evidence that the 
said claims were presented during the time limited by this act. Sec-
tion 3 enacts that it shall be the duty of the accounting officers of the 
treasury to make report to Congress upon all such of the said claims 
as shall not be allowed to be valid according to the usual forms of the 
treasury. 
In conformity with the provisions of this statute, an elaborate re-
port was made on the cases thus required to be presented to the 
treasury, by R. Harrison, the Auditor, and addressed to O. Wolc~tt, 
Comptroller of the rrreasury, bearing date January 19, 1795, which 
was examined, considered, and admitted by the Comptroller January 
20, ~795, and certifie_d o~ the 22d of January, 1795, by Joseph N?urse, 
Beg1ster, as on file m h1s office. This document with the certificate 
of the above-mentioned officers of the department was transmitted to 
Congress by the Secretary of the Treasury, under a'ate of the 23d of De-
cember, 1795. 
The whole will be found at length in Gales and Seaton' s edit. of 
the tate Papers, title " Claims," pp. 172, &c. 
From this document it appears that on the 30th of March, 1794, 
and c n _equently with~n_ the, ti.me limited by said act of Congress, 
A?na Gibson, your pet1t1oner s mtestate, did present, through John 
1chol on, at the treasury of the United States " continental bills of 
old emi sion" to the amount of 27,235. ' 
T~e Auditor,. in his detailed report upon these claims, places this 
-par 1c l r one m cla o. 7, (see above-cited volume, p. 17 4,) and, 
rn reference to them, ~serves: '' Thia class i composed of three claims 
pre te by John 1chol n, all f which are founded on bills of 
ere it i by t e g vernment, commonly called bills of the old emis-
RICHARD S. COXE. 3 
sion. For these Mr. Nicholson claims payment at par-that is, one 
specie dollar for one dollar in paper. The only provision hitherto 
made for this species of paper is hy the act of Congress of the 4th of 
AuO'ust, 1790, entitled • An act making provision for the debt of the 
United States.' How far it may comport with justice to make provi-
sion on different principles for the particular cases now under con-
sideration, is a question proper for the decision of Congress." 
The act of Congress of August 4, 1790, thus referred to, (1 Stat., 
138,) fulily recognized the obligation on the part of the United States 
to pay the full amount of such certificates of debt, with interest at 
the rate of six per centum pe1· annum; and the preamble is couched in 
these strong, emphatic, and honorable words: u Whereas justice and 
the support of public credit require that provision should be made for 
fulfilling the engagements of the United States in respect to their 
foreign debt, and for funding their domestic debt upon equitable and 
satisfactory terms.'' 
It would seem that Congress never acted upon the suggestion made 
in the report of the Auditor above quoted, and the position of Mrs. 
Gibson (left a widow with several young children) prevented her from . 
availing herself of the advantageous terms proposed by the govern-
ment, so that the debt due to her has never been paid either in whole 
or in part. It is now asked that payment of principal \l.nd interest, 
according to the terms of the original obligation, may now be made 
to her representatives. 
Mrs . . Gibson, at her death, left three children-Francis, the eldest, 
formerly of Perry county, in Pennsylvania, who is now dead; George, 
now a general in the army of the United States; and John B. Gibson, 
late chief justice of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, now deceased. 
General Gibson is therefore the sole surviving representative and child 
of his mother, and, as such, she having died. intestate, exclusively en-
titled to administration upon her estate. At the special instance and 
request of General Gibson, letters of administration upon the estate of 
his mother have been granted to your petitioner, who, in that capacity 
and as the sole legal representative of the said Anna Gibson now 
presents this claim before your honorable court. ' 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA., i 
Washington U aunty, S 88 : 
RICHARD S. COXE, In pro. per. 
CHARLES NAYLOR, 
Of Counsel with Claimant. 
Be it remembered that on this thirteenth day of November, in the 
!ear 1856, personally appeared before the subscriber, a notary public 
m and for the county and District aforesaid, duly appointed and 
qualified, Richard S. Coxe, the claimant in the foregoing petition 
named, who, being duly sworn according to law, deposes and says 
that the fa,cts set forth and the averments made in said petition are 
true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and fixed my 
[L. s.] notarial seal) on the day and year first before written. 
B. P. SMITH, Notary Public. 
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IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 
BrnHARD S. CoXE, ADMINISTRATOR oF ANNA GrnsoN, DECEASED, vs. THE 
UNITED STATES. 
Brief of petitioner. 
In the petition originally filed in this case a statement was made 
presenting the circumstances under which the individual whose name 
appears on the record as the claimant was personally introduced as 
the acting party in the case. It was at the special instance. and re-
quest of General George Gibson, the well-known veteran soldier, now 
the only surviving issue of bis mother, and consequently alone en-
titled to letters of administration on her estate, that the present 
claimant asked for and procured such letters upon the estate of the 
late Anna Gibson. He therefore is acting in a fiduciary character, 
bound to prosecute all just claims of his intestate, under an equ~lly 
imperative obligation to account for all bis proceedings, responsible 
to those whose interests have been intrusted to his care for all that 
may actually come into his hands, and for everything in the shape 
of property which by the exercise of due diligence he might have re-
ceived. It is with a due appreciation of this high responsibility, ~nd 
with the most sincere and full conviction of the justice of the claim, 
that your petitioner presents himself before this honorable court, ask-
ing nothing more than strict law authorizes him to demand, and what 
the nation's honor is pledged to afford. . 
Colonel George Gibson was an officer in the army of the Um~ed 
States, serving under General St. Clair, in the disastrous cam~~ign 
against the Indians in the year 1791. In this unfortunate expedition, 
which resulted in the defeat of the troops under the command of that 
meritorious officer, Colonel Gibson received a wound which proved_ to 
be mortal. Dying in the discharge of his duty to his country, whi?h 
he had performed with the utmost gallantry, as recorded in the. his-
tory of the times, he left your petitioner's intestate a lonely widow 
with a family of young children-Francis, the eldest child, forme~ly 
of Perry county, in Pennsylvania, long since deceased; George Gib-
son, now by brevet a major general in the army of the United States 
and commissary general; and John B. Gibson, late chief justice of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. It would be a work of super-
erogation before this court to dilate upon the personal character of 
the two last named individttals-these worthy sons of a worthy father· 
The one is identified with the military history of his country, and has 
won by his services the high rank which he now enjoys. '£he name 
of ~be other illustrates the judicial history of his country, and es-
p~c1ally that of his native tate, from the highest position on its 
h1gbe t tribunal he so long administered the law. 
_As bas been already intimated, Colonel Gibson at his death left a 
1do:w and three young children. They were thrown upon the world, 
epnved of their natural protector and guardian. 
The widow appears to have been the proprietor of a. considerable 
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amount in continental bills of credit issued by the first continental 
Congress at the inception of our revolutionary struggle. The precise 
nature and character of these papers will be presently shown. Such 
is the foundation of the present claim. 
Your petitioner had, on the first presentation of his case before this 
honorable court, very briefly, though as he then hoped with sufficient 
distinctness by reference to authentic documents and the action of con-
tinental and subsequent Congresses, exhibited his c,i,se. He is far 
from regretting that the court required more precision of statement 
as to facts and dates, and he avails himself of this opportunity to 
give a more distinct exhibition of the substantial merits of the case. 
The call is obeyed with pleasure and alacrity, and he trusts that, 
should he now err in the opposite direction, he shall be excused for 
going into a full and minute exposition of the case. 
It is a matter of history, which it is presumed will require no 
reference to authority to substantiate, that from the commence-
ment of our revolutionary struggle one of the principal difficulties 
with which our fathers had to contend was the want of pecuniary 
means. The mighty resources which have since been developed in 
such magnificent proportions were then only in an embryo state. 
The Twelve United Colonies speedily increased to thirteen, which un-
dertook and carried on this seemingly unequal contest, possessed no 
national revenue, and indeed in every respect little more than a faint 
shadow of national existence. The several colonies were separate 
and distinct communities, independent of each other, until an imper-
fect form of nationality was created by the articles of confederation. 
The provincial Congress was rather an assemblage of delegates ap-
pointed to meet and confer, limited by special instructions from their 
respective constituencies, than a body vested with legislative or admin-
istrative powers. It could only recommend; it could not enact. 
lt was under such unpropitious circumstances that the war of the 
revolution was commenced. So far as regards foreign nations, it did 
assume to act as the representative of the whole, but even within this 
sphere it could only pledge the faith of the whole body and recom-
mend such measures as were necessary to carry into execution the 
stipulations into which it had entered. So in reference to some 
domestic matters. It undertook to raise armies, but possessed in 
itself no means of defraying the necessary expenses of subsisting 
them. It_ borrowed ':fiOney, but was compelled to rely upon the sev-
eral_ colomes to contribute the funds to pay even the accruing interest 
on its loans. rrhe present claim originated in the exercise of this 
power in Crmgress to raise money and procure supplies esset1tial to 
the prosecution of the contest. 
Shortly after the commencement of hostilities, but months anterior 
to the declaration of independence, it was found necessary to raise the 
funds necessary to meet the public exigencies. Under these circum-
stances, on the 22d June, 1775, Congress passed the following resolu-
tions: 
l. Resolved, That a sum not exceeding two millions of dollars be 
emitted by the Congress in bills of credit for the defence of America. 
2·. Resolved, That the twelve confederated colonies be pledged for 
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the redemption of the bills of credit now directed to be emitted. (1 
J ourn. of Cong., p. 87.) 
On the following pa~e of the same volume (p. 88) the next pro-
ceeding of that body on the subject-
" Resolved, That the form of the bills be as follows: 
" CoN'IINENT.AL CURRENCY. 
"No.--. This bill entitles the bearer to receive - Spanish 
milled dollars, or the value thereof in gold or silver, according to the 
resolution of the Congress held at Philadelphia on the 10th day of 
May, 1775." 
On the 25th of July, 1775, it was resolved that .a further sum, 
amounting to the value of two millions of Spanish milled d~llars, be 
struck in bills of thirty dollars each. (1 J ourn. of Cong., 12.q f 
On the 17th February, 1776, it was resolved that a_further SUID 0 
four millions of dollars be emitted on the same secunty as the sums 
heretofore emitted by Congress have been. (1 Journ_., ~67.) ll ·s 
On the 9th May, 1776, it was resolved that five millions of do at 
be emitted in bills of credit, in part of the ten millions voted f?r tte 
service of the current year: . That the Thirteen United Colomes : 
pledged for the redemption of the said five millions of dollars at sue 
periods and in such manner and proportions as Congress shall here-
after direct and appoint. (1 Journ., 338.) 
May 12, 1776, a further emission of five millions of dollars was 
authorized, and the form of the bill~ of credit prescribed as follows: 
-- dollars. 
This bill entitless the bearer to receive -- Spanish milled d~llarsf 
or the value thereof in gold or silver, according to a resolution ° 
Congress passed at Philadelphia the 9th May, 1776. (1 Journ., 
253-4) 
Other resolutions, similar in character and nearly identical in lan-
guage, were adopted by Congress. 
On the 4th July of this year the declaration of independen_ce bears 
date. Tbe emissions of continental bills were anterior to this even\ 
In_ 9r.to?er, 1776, an important change was made i? the mode 0 
ra1B1ng funds for the prosecution of the war. The Umted States had 
now assumed the position of one of the nations-claimed rights and 
exercised powers as such. Loans were now authorized to meet t~e 
augmented demand of the crisis. Provision was made under th15 
new position of affairs as well to redeem the bills of credit previousl! 
mitted as to meet further emergencies. On the 3d of that month it 
wa re olve that five million of continental dollars be immediately 
b rr weu for the u e of the United States at the annual interest of 
fo r r cent. per annum; that the faith of the United tates be 
l ]'7 to the lender for the payment of the 8Ums to be borrowed 
n th intere t 1i ing thereon, an that certificates be given to the 
1 n,ler in the for f 11 wing, to wit: 
t t f America acknowledges the receipt of -
-- --, which they promi e to pay to the said -
i.th interest annually at the rate of five per cent. 
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per annum, agreeably to a resolution of the United States passed the 
3d day of October, 1776. Witness the hand of the treasurer this --
day of--, A D. --. Countersigned by the commissioner of the 
loan office hereafter mentioned.'' 
That, for the convenience of the lenders, a loan office be establisbed 
in each of the United States, and a commissioner to superintend such 
office be appointed by the said States respectively. * *. * 
That the said several sums of money to be borrowed shall be repaid 
at the office where the same was lent, at the expiration of three years, 
and that the annual interest shall likewise be paid at the same office. 
(1 J ourn., 585 ) 
On the 22d February, 1777, it was resolved that thirteen millions 
of dollars be borrowed on loan office certificates. (2 Joum., 48.) 
On the 26th February, 1777, it was resolved that an interest of six 
per centum be allowed on all sums of money already borrowed and 
directed to be borrowed on loan office certificates, although such cer-
tificates mention only an interest of four per cent. per annum. (2 
Journ., 51.) 
These proceedings of Congress contain a renewal of the original 
obligation exhibited on the face of the bills of credit-a new promise 
to redeem them with an interest of six per centum per annum. 
On the 20th May, 1777, Congress directed a further emission of 
five millions of dollars in bills of credit, (2 J ourn., 135,) and on the 
11th April, 1778, a further emission of the same amount, five millions 
of dollars, and the Thirteen United Colonies were pledged for their 
redemption. (2 Journ., 509.) On the 1st September, 1779, Congress 
resolved to limit the amount of bills of credit. (3 Journ., 347.) 
During the progress of the war, in consequence of the large amount 
of issues of bills of credit and loan office certificates, much greater 
than the wants of the community required for circulation, this paper 
money began to depreciate in value. This subject having nece-1sarily 
engaged the serious consideration of Congress, that body, on the 28th 
June, 1780, passed resolutions in reference to the paper money of the 
confederacy, and fixed a scale of depreciation commencing with the 
1st Septe!llber, 1777. Among other things it was resolved: That 
the prmc1pal of all loans that have been made to these United States 
s?all final1y be discharged by paying the full current value of the 
bills when loaned, which payment sha11 be made in Spanish milled 
dollars, or the current exchange thereof in other money at the time 
of payment .. No depreciation was recognized anterior to the 1st March, 
1778, when 1t was reckoned at $1 75 of bills for one Spanish milled 
dollar . As no depreciation had occurred, at least of any special im-
portance, prior to that date, the ratio of depreciation could not apply, 
and was not designed to apply, to any bills of credit previously issued, 
or what were called bills of the first emission. Such were left wholly 
uniiffected by the consequences of the subsequently increased amount 
of paper money ; and this ground is distinctly presented in the resolve 
above quoted. (3 J ourn., 473.) 
The depreciation, owing to the adverse circumstances which occurred 
from time to time during this eventful struggle, as well as the neces-
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sity which called for the i8sue of immense sums at any sacrifice, pro-
gressed with great rapidity. On the 1st of April, 1778, the earliest 
date assumed by Congress, it was at the rate of $1 75 for one dollar. 
On the 18th March, 1780, a few days more than two years, it was as 
forty to one. The issues during this interval were then to be re-
deemed at the current value of the paper at the time of its emission. 
It is hoped that in the foregoing statement there will be found .a 
sufficiently minute and accurate account of the character of our conti-
nental currency-the circumstances under which it was issue~, the 
obligations which it imposed, and the rights of the holders of i~ .. It 
was issued in periods of great peril, doubt, and danger, or in anticipa-
tion of such. It was issued to meet a national pressure-a _pressure 
which appealed to every principle of honor and of patriotism, stimulated 
by every feeling to sustain the cause ofliberty; and the brave ~en whod 
with Washington, Warren, Putnam, and others as compamon~ an 
leaders in the tented field, were in absolute want of the necessaries 0[ 
life. The honor of the States was pledged for the full discharge 0 
the debt incurred. It would be to stigmatize as bastards the descen~-
ants of those who gave this pledge to doubt the willingness on th~ir 
part to perform the contract. They would be unworthy of the no e 
inheritance which these ancestors have won and bequeathed to us 
should we disregard the obligations by which this inheritance has 
been won. 
In the minds of those who came forward under the menacing clou~s 
which obscured our _early revolutionary history there cann~t be _d~s-
covered even the famtest trace of a mercenary or speculative spmt. 
Massachusetts was the only point on which assault was made ?r 
threatened. Pennsylvania, Virginia, had no immediate interest m 
the massacre at Boston, in the violent measures adopted by the 
British government in relation to the destruction of tea. New Jersey, 
perhap~, had more sympathy of feeling, for although not recorded 
in the general histories of the time, she bad been equally inculpated, 
and had reason to apprehend similar modes of punishment. The 
rest of the colonies, to employ an expre,ssion of Burke, smelled the 
~pproach of tryanny in every tainted breeze. The course pursued 
m the case of Massachusetts , if successful would be felt the next 
day i~ New ~ork,_ t1:e _next in New Jers~y and Pennsylvania, the 
fol_l~wm~ day m V ir_g1ma or the Carolinas. The noble and generous 
sp1nt ot that day did not wait for the pressure to be felt personally 
and immediately upon themselves. They felt the contest to be their 
own, an at once, without hesitation or reserve threw themselves as 
pa~tie int_o it midst. :rh~ ?ontinental Congre;s selected a Virginian 
as it pre_ 1 ent and a Virgm19:n to command its army ; and the south-
rn col ~ ie acteu a _energetically and patriotically while the w~r 
w earn~ on at a d1 ta.nc~ as when it was brought home to their 
own fire. 1 e y Oornwa.lhs and Tarleton-all united in the plan 
a opt by the i ue of bill_s of ere it and in the pledge for their ~ull 
.n . h n tbe article of c nfederation and perpetual umon 
ere fr e an agree up n, all concurred in the 12th article which 
ch cl i hi la. age : " All bills of er dit emitted,' money 
b ntr cte by or under the authority of Congress 
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before the assembling of the United States in pursuance of the present 
confederation, shall be deemed and considered as a charge against the 
United States, for payment and satisfaction whereof the said. United 
States and the public faith are hereby solemnly pledged.'' Can there 
be found one son of these noble patriots so recreant to the obligation 
thus assumed who will be recreant to . the pledge thus made. rrhe 
promise was made in a period of doubt, perplexity, and danger ; shall 
it be disregarded in the time of strength and prosperity. These 
articles of confederation and perpetual union are dated in the year 
1778-after the :first emission of these bills of credit. The period 
was one which alarmed even the bold. We had to contend with a 
powerful foe. Intestine division enfeebled us at home. Money, 
however, was raised and supplies furnished by bold patriots who 
ventured their means to sustain the contest. Their only security was 
success in the conflict. They could anticipate no speculative profit. 
Should the issue prove prosperous, they neither looked nor asked for more 
than a simple return of what they had perilled; should it be adverse, 
they must not only expect to be subjected to the same iron yoke which 
the triumphant oppressor would impose upon the entire community, 
but be obnoxious to the condign punishment which laws had already 
provided for the aiders and abettors of treason. The solemn pledges 
then given were relied on. Confidence was reposed as well in the 
ability of the country to maintain the struggle, as in the faith and 
honor of a nation thus rescued from the ~hains sought to be imposed 
upon it. The simple question is, was that confidence misplaced? 
Through it our independence was :finally achieved. Through its in-
strumentality we have become what we are-already one of the great 
powers of the earth, and, while our Union is perpetuated, cannot but 
be yearly rising in strength and expanding in influence. 
~t would be a matter of supererogation on this occasion to furnish 
~v1dence to show that at the_ close of the revolutionary war, when our 
rndependence was reluctantly acknowledged even by the foe against 
~hose efforts it had been accomplished, the United States was largely 
mdebted, both abroad and at home, for money advanced and liabjlities 
i1;1curred in this protracted struggle. The amount of tnis debt, for-
eign and domestic} was estimated in April, 1784, by a committee of 
Congress, consisting of Messrs. Madison, Ellsworth, and Hamilton, at 
upwards of forty-two millions of dollars ; of this sum there had re-
mained unpaid at the close of the year 1782, of loan certificates: 
For principal reduced to specie value ..... ......... ......... $11 ,463,802 
Interest unpaid for 1781... .... .. .. ........... ............ .. .. .... 190,000 • 
Ditto for 1782 . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . ... . . .. .. . .. . .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . 687,828 
Amount at cloise of 1782 .... ................... . 12,341,620 
===-======== 
(See 4 Journ. of Cong., 197.) 
This report shows that Congress had not only been unable to re-
deem the principal of the public debt due on this account, but that 
the interest upon it was largely in arrear. 
The position of the country for several years subsequently was such 
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as seriously to aggravate this sad state of things The debt annually 
accumulated by the non-payment of the accruing interest. Such con-
tinued to be the case until, by the adoption of the Constitution of the 
United States, a new order · of things was formed, and, for the first 
time, we actually became a nation, and a government established 
clothed with the powers and the functions belonging to a s~ate. 
The committee of Congress to which reference has last been made, 
in enumerating and classifying the various creditors of the g?!ern-
ment, employ this language in speaking of such of our ~wn citizens 
who etood in this nosition: This " class of creditors 1s compose_d 
partly of such of ou'"r fellow-citizens as originally lent to the publ_ic 
the use of their funds or have since manifested most confidence m 
their country by receiving transfers from the lenders, and partly of 
those whose property has been either advanced or assumed_for the pub-
lic service. * * * A wise nation will never perm1~ tho~e w~o 
relieve the wants of their country, or who rely most on its faith, its 
firmness, and its resources, when either of them is distrusted, to suffer 
by the event."-(4 Journ., 196-'7.) . . 
Such was the state of affairs in 1782. In 1784 it was, 1f possible, 
still more gloomy. In February of that year a committee of Con-
gress, to whom had been referred several reports and documents ~~­
cerning the revenue, presented a statement of the results of t. eu 
~nvestigation~. They represent the aggregate amount of the receipt~ 
mto the public treasury froth the 1st of November, 1781, to t.he ~a 
January, 1786, a period of a little more than four years. T~e ~ntue 
receipts during this period is stated to be $2,457,987~g. Withm tte 
then last preceding fourteen months embraced in this r~port, t e 
whole amount of receipts was $432 897 i 5, or at the rate of $371,05.2 
per annum-a sum which, as the c~mmittee say, is short of what 18 
essentially necessary for the bare maintenance of the federal governd 
ment, on the most economical establishment, in a time of profoun 
peace.-(4 Journ., 619-2.) . . 
rrhe ~overnment as at present constituted went into operation rn 
1789. The sixth article of the Constitution in its initiatory c1c'.l.U e, 
thus speaks : "All debts contracted and e~gagements enter~d rnto 
before the adoption of this Constitution shall be as valid agarnst th~ 
United States under this Constitution as under the confederacy·' 
Thus was incorporated into the organic law of the nation, as a funda-
mental p~inciple, the obligation on the part of the new governmen 
~o recogn~ze and faithfully to discharge every debt which had be_en 
m?u_rred m the prosecution of the war of independence. l'he promi e 
origmally 1:11ade, n•newed by acts of the old Congress, again pledged 
by the articles of confe eration, was finally solemnly incorporate 
into the onstitution of the United States. It need not be a ke 
whether any obligation can be more perfect in its oriO'in-more 
ere ly demanding implicit performance. 
0 
_The olemn character of tbi ebt and the binding force of the: 
r 1 erate pro i e were not speedily forgc,tten. As early as eptem-
r_ " , a few month only after the government had gone into ope-
ra 10 th o e of epre entatives by re lution called upon h. 
ec1 tary of t e Trea ury to report a plan for the public credit. T 
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report thus called for was made, and bears date January 9, 1790. It 
may be found a~ leng~h in the 3d volulll,e of th.e wo~ks of ~lexa~der 
Hamilton, published m 1851 by order of the Joint Library Committee 
of Congress. This document exhibits an able argument, demon-
strating the soundness of the policy which prescribes a strict adherence 
to the principles of integrity in administering national concerns as 
much as in private life. , . . 
On the 4th August, 1790, the first act of Congres·s makmg provi-
sion for the payment of the public debt was passed.-(1 Stat. at Large, 
138.) This was followed up by a succession of laws on the same sub-
ject, all of which are referred to in a note to the one just quoted, but 
to which it is not necessary particularly to advert at this stage of the 
case. On the 12th February, 1793, another act having an irn portant 
bearing upon the present case was passed, relative to claims upon the 
United States.-(1 Stat., 300.) The first section of this act is in 
the nature of a statute of limitation, _ and requires all claims against 
the United States, with certain exceptions, for services or supplies, 
or for other causes, matters, or things furnished or <lone previous 
to the fourth day of March, 1789, (the day on which the existing 
government had gone into operation,) whether founded on certificates 
or other written documents from public officers or otherwise, which 
shall not be presented at the treasury before the first day of May, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-four, shall be barred. The second 
section makes it the duty of the Auditor of the Treasury to receive all 
such claims, not barred by any statute of limitations, as shall be pre-
sented before the time prescribed, with the certificates or other docu-
ments in support thereof, and to cause a record to be made of the names 
of the persons and of the times when the sarue were presented, which 
record shall be made in the presence of the person or persons present-
ing the same, and shall be the only evidence that the said claims were 
presented during the time limited by this act. 
It will be perceived that the act appears to have been designed, 
ch~efly at least, for the purpose of enabling the government to ascer-
tam the amount of the acknowledged and valid debts and obligations 
of the nation under the preceding governments. Some classes of claims 
were specially exempted from this statute of limitations) probably from 
the circumstance that the public archives would supply the means of 
ascertaining, at least proximately, the extent of indebtment . 
Nor was any appropriation made for the payment of these claims 
now to be presented. 
Another provision in the statute deserves to be noticed. Although 
no means of liquidation is provided, yet the claimant when exhibit-
ing his demand, is required to deposit in the treasury the certificates 
and other vouchers upon which his claim rests, a special record was 
to be made of the fact that the <::laim had been presented, with the 
vouchers, the person or persons producing them, and the date of such 
presentment. These were, to say the least, rather unusual and strin-
gent provisions. 
The 3d section of the law also required of the accounting officers of 
the treasury a report to Congress upon all such of the said claims as 
shall not be allowed as valid according to the usual forms of the 
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treasury. A previous clause had provided authorizing the adjustm~nt 
and payment of claims which might be established in accordance with 
the usual forms an r . triction . 
In conformity with the provisions of this statute, a report was made 
on tb.e cases tb.us designated, by R. Harrison, Auditor of the Treas~ry, 
~nd addressed to O. Wolcott, Comptroller of the Treasury, bea~mg 
date January 19, 1785, which was examined, considered, and admitted 
by tb.e Comptroller January 20, 1795, and certifie~ on_the 22d Jan~-
ary, 1795, by Joseph Nourse, Register, as on file m h1s_office. This 
document. with tb.e official certificates of the above-mentioned officers 
of the department, was transmitted to Congress by the Secretary of 
the Treasury under date of the 23d December, 1795. . 
rrhe original record and vouchers accompanying it are believed to 
have perished in the conflagration ot the Treasury Department, ~
8 
upon inquiry they cannot be found thP-re; but the report from t e 
Secretary st.ill, it is believed remains among the archives of Congress, 
and it may be found publish~d in full in Gales & Seaton's State Papers, 
title " Claims," pp. 172, 183. · 
From this report it appears that there had been received. an~ riis-
tered, according to the requirements of the law, in the Auditor 8 
0 ~et 
one hundred and twenty-four claims. These were arranged by ta 
officer into fourteen distinct classes. Of these fourteen, twelvf ~ soi 
lutely :eje?ted as inadmissible on various grounds-the want O lg:o 
authority m the officers or parties whose signatures were attache d 
the documents exhibited the spurious character of the papers, an 
defect of proof, &c. ' . . 
To this general course of condemnation and consequent r~Je?tio~f 
tlrnre appear _to have been but two exceptions. Class 10, consistrnghe 
but a smgle item, was presented by Jacob Hollingsworth, was for~ 
value of a quartermaster's certificate, stated to have been lost by ~im. 
The ground of the rejection of this claim as stated by the Auditor' 
was, that "no provision has been made by law for the payment 0.f ~oS
t 
or even destroyed certificates." It is believed that some provisions 
bave since been made for cases in which original documents have been 
accidentally destroyed or lost. 
T~e only other class of cases in which the disallowance by the 
A.u~itor was upon grounds in no degree affecting the valid~ty of th:e 
cl~im was _class 7, (J n., p. 17 4.) It is thus stated: "This class 18 
of th~ee cla1ms presented by John Nicholson all of which are founded 
on bil1s of credit _issued by tbe authority 'of the late gove~nment, 
con:monly called bills of the old emililsion. For these Mr. Nichols~n 
claim payment at par:-:that is, one specie dollar for one dollar 1.0 
paper. The ~nly prov1S10~ hitherto made for this species of paper 1 
by t?e act o! _Con~res of 4th of August, 1790, entitled '~n act 
makrng pr v1 10n for the debt of the United tates.' How far 1t may 
coml? rt with ju tice t make provi ion on different principles for the 
r 1c 1la.r. e n w un er c nsi eration, i a question proper for the 
rat10n of ngre . The money has not been examined or 
e ta. lar tatemen t a pended to tbis report this case of Anna 
I 
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Gibson, now represented, No. 131, March 30, 1794, Anna Gibson, con-
tinental bills of old emission, $27,235. 
It is well known that the bills of credit designated as of the old 
emission were such as had been issued by Congress long prior to the 
date of the articles of confederation, and that those bills not only on 
their face expressed an obligation to redeem them at par in Spanish 
milled dollars or their equivalent in gold or silver, that they had been 
repeatedly recognized as entitling the holder to such full payment, as 
has been fully shown, and that they were in no degree subject to the 
rates of depreciation subsequently fixed by Congress. 
The document above referred to further shows that on the 30th 
March, 1794, anterior to the date limited by Congress for the presen-
tation of claims, bills of this character, represented as amounting to 
$27, . 35, were duly presented at the treasury in obedience to the re-
quirements of the law, duly registered and received, and a demand 
made for their redemption in gold and silver at par. 
No doubt was intimated as to the validity of the claim . The only 
question was, what provision Congress might think proper to make 
for the payment. If the original bills have been destroyed by the 
conflagration of the Treasury buildings, while they were thus in the 
lawful custody of the government, it will scarcely be suggested by 
any one that the interests of the citizen are to be prejudiced by such 
a casualty. The registry by the Auditor is expressly made the only 
legal evidence to show when the claim was presented, and by whom, 
and must necessarily be equally conclusive as to the character of the 
claim, its ownership, and its amount. 'l1he law peremptorily required 
the documents upon which the claim was founded to be presented to 
the treasury; the record shows that this was done. The papers must 
either remain in this place of legal deposit, in which case the United 
8tates i_s called upon to produce them, or the government is bound by 
the plamest and best recognized princip]e of . law to account for them. 
If destroyed, the proof can be furnished, it is presumed, of the fact. 
~f ~he_ solicitor shall be able to show what has become of the papers, 
it 1s mcumbent on him to show it. If lost, the best evidence the 
natur~ of the case permits becomes competent and admissible. This 
we thmk we have furnished . 
. . Your p~titio~er,. wholly unable to conjectur@ upon what grounds, 
1t any, this claim 1s to be opposed, submits his case to the considera-
tion of the solicitor and of the honorable court. 
RICHARD S. COXE, 
Administrator, &c.; of Anna Gibson. 
RrcHA.RD S. CoxE, ADM'R OF ANNA GrnsoN, vs. UNITED STATES. 
The whole case of petitioner, with the evidence, being embodied in 
the original and supplemental petitions and brief already filed, the 
case is ready for hearing. 
RICHARD S. COXE. 
JUNE 13, 1859. 
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Proceedings of the accoitnting office1·s of the freasury on certain claims. 
[American State Papers, vol. xix, Claims, pp. 172, 174:.] 
No. 6365.] TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
.Auditor's Qffice, January 19, 1795. 
I certify that, pursuant to an act of Congress passed on the 12th 
day of February, 1793, entitled '' An act relative to claims against 
the United States not barred by any act of limitation, and which have 
not been already adjusted,'' there have been received and registered 
at this office one hundred and twenty-four claims, presented by p~rsons 
named in the accompanying abstract; which claims, being distributed 
into fourteen classes, I have examined, and am of opinion that the 
same are inadmissible at the treasury for the reasons hereafter as-
signed in treating of each particular class. (P. 172.) 
* * * * * * * 
CLASS 7. This class is composed of three claims presented by John 
Nicholson, all of which are founded on bills of credit issued by au-
thority of the late government, commonly called bills of t~e old 
emission. For these Mr. Nicholson claims credit at par-that ~s, one 
specie dollar for every dollar in paper. The only provision hitherto 
made for this species of paper is by the act of Congr<:,ss of the 4th of 
August, 1790, entitled "An act making provision for the debt of the 
United States." How far it may comport with justice to make pro-
Vfsion ~n d_i.-/f erent pr~nciples for the particular cas~s now under con-
s1derat10n 1s a question proper for the decision or Congress. The 
money has not yet been examined or counted. (P. 174.) 
* * * * * * * 
S'.EVENTH CLASS. 
Number of each claim, 131. 
When presented, March 30, 1794. t 
By whom presented, Anna Gibson. 
For whom presented, Anna Gibson. 
Nature or t-tle of the account or claim continental bills of old . . ' em1ss1on. 
Apparent in old emission, $27,235. 
t These two clain:s presented by John Nicholson. (P. 179.) 
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IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 
RICHARD S. CoxE, ADMINISTRATOR OF ANNA GrnsoN, vs. THE UNITED 
STATES. 
SOLICITOR'S BRIEF. 
Claim jor payment of '' continental bills of old emission.'' 
MATERIAL FACTS STATED IN THE PETITION. 
1. That the intestate owned $27,235 "continental bills of old 
emission," which she presented to the treasury of the UnitEd States 
on February 12, 1793. 
2. That they were presented within the time and in the manner to 
prevent the statute of 30th March, 1794, from barring the same. 
3. 'rhat by the law under which these were issued the intestate was 
entitled to receive, in specie, the full face of said bills, but payment 
to that extent was refused. 
4. That petitioner is now entitled to receive the par amount of said 
bills, with interest. 
5. 'fhat petitioner has been the duly appointed administrator of 
said Anna Gibson. 
6. It is not stated when, or under what particular resolution or law 
the bills in question were issued, nor by whom signed. 
FACTS AS UNDERSTOOD BY THE SOLICITOR. 
The evidence in this case consists of the proceedings and resolutions 
of the old and acts of the constitutional Congress, together with a 
report from the Treasury Department. 
1. The journals of the old Congress show that resolves were passed 
authorizing the issue of bills of credit prior to the 18th of March, 
1780) which, after the latter date, were known as the" old emission." 
June 22, 1775.-" Resolved) That a sum not exceeding two millions 
of ~panish milled dollars be emitted by Congress in bills of credit 
for the defence of America."-(1 v0l. Old Journals, p. 87.) 
The next day a resolution was passed prescribing the denominations 
of the bills, directing them to be issued for 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 
20 dollars. It also prescribed the following form: 
'' CONTINENTAL CURRENCY. 
"No.---. --- Dollars. 
'' This bill entitles the bearer to receive --- Spanish milled 
dollars, or the value thereof in gold and silver, according to the 
resolutions of Congress, held at Philadelphia on the 10th of May, 
1775." 
A committee was appointed to get plates engraved, to provide paper, 
and to agree with the printers to print the bills.-(1 vol. Old Jour., 
p. 88.) 
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Persons were appointed by resolutions of Congress to sign the bills. 
On the 21st February, 1776, Congress authorized a further emission 
of $4,000,000 of the like bills.-(1 vol. 0 . Jour., p. 270.) .. 
On the 9th ot May, 1776, Congress authorized a further em1ss1on 
of $5,000,000.-(1 vol. 0. J., p. 338.) 
On the 26th of February, 1777, Congress authorized a further 
emission of $5,000,000.-(2 vol. 0. J., p. 52.) . 
On the 20th of May, 1777, Congress authorized the further em1s-
sion of $5,000,000.-(2 vol. 0. J., p. 135.) . 
On the 1st of August, 1777, Congress authorized the further emis-
sion of $1,000,000, to take up certificates and bills issued by the State 
of Georgia.-(2 vol. 0. J., p. 212.) h 
On the 22d of January , 1778, Congress authorized the furt er 
emission of $2,000,000.-(2 vol. 0. J., p. 417.) . 
On the 16th February, 1778, Congress authorized the further issue 
of $2,000,000.-(2 vol. 0. J . , p. 448.) . . 
On the 5th of March, 1778, Congress authorized the further issue 
of $2,000,000.-(2 vol. 0. J., p. 466.) . f 
On the 4th April, 1778, Congress authorized the further issue 0 
$1,000,000.-(2 vol. 0. J., p. 499,) 
00 On the 11th of the same month the further sum of $5, 000,0 .-
(2 vol. 0. J., p. 509.) f 
On the 22d May, 1778, Congress authorized the further issue 0 
$5,000,000.-(2 vol. 0. J., p. 563.) f 
On the 20th June, 1778, Congress authorized the further issue 0 
$5,000,000.-(2 vol. 0. J., p. 59&.) . of 
On the 30th July, 1778, Congress authorized the further issue 
$5,000,000. . 
On the 5th September, 1778, Congress authorized the further issue 
of $5,000,000.-(3 vol. 0. J., p. _47.) . 
On the 22d September, 1778, Congress authorized the further issue 
of $10,000,000.-(3 vol. 0. J., p. 73.) . 
On the 4th November, 1778, Congress authorized the further issue 
of $10,000,000.-(3 vol. 0. J., p. 113.) 
On the 2d January, 1779, Congress took the following proceedings: 
Resolv_ed, Th_at during the continuance of the high prices of the 
nece ane of life, the salary of the treasurer of loans be increased to 
, 00 d liars per annum. 
. The boar of trea~ury having, pursuant to orders, selected fro~ the 
JOUrnalR ~h~ resolut1 ns respecting the calling in certain emiss10ns, 
and r v1 mil' a fun for sinking the bills of credit emitted by Con-
gr , , an prepared a preamble thereto reported the same· and sundry 
verbal amen ment being made in the resolutions th~ whole was 
are cl a follow : ' 
h~r . he e n_i~e ~tate , unprovided with revenues and no 
f r 10 n 1tion t raise them, have, in the course of the 
r, re ea lr been ~der tbe nece sity of emitting bills o 
r h r mp 1 n f which the faith of these United States has 
n 1 ?lY . 1 . e . the ere lit of which their honor and safety 
ell a J hce 1 1 hly concerne to support and establish; and 
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whereas, to that end, it, is essentially necessary to ascertain the periods 
of their redemption, and seasonably to establish funds which, in due 
time, without distressing the people, shall make adequate provision 
for the same; and whereas, in appointing the payments for the said 
fund, it is expedient that an extra sum be called for the current year, 
both on account of the present ease of paying it and to reduce the sur.: 
plus in circulation: Therefore-
Resolved, That these United States be called on to pay in their 
respective quotas of $15,000,000 for the yea-r 1179, and of $6,000,000 
annual1y for eighteen years, from and after the year 177~, as a fund 
for sinking the emissions and loans of these United States to the 31st 
of December, 1778, inclusive: 
That if the continuance and circumstances of the war shall make 
any further emissions necessary the year ensuing, they shall be sunk 
in the manner and within the period aforesaid : 
That any of the bills emitted by order of Congress prior to the year 
1780, and no others, be received in payment of the said quotas: 
That the bills received on the said quotas, except those for the year 
1779, be applied, first, for the payment of the interest, and, secondly, 
for the principal of loans made by these United States prior to the 
ye~r 1780; and that the residue, together with those received on the 
quotas of the year 1779, be not reissued, but burned and destroyed, 
as Congress shall direct. 
And whereas many com1terfeits have appeared in circulation, of 
various denominations, of the emissions of May 20, 1777, and April 
H,) 778, and counterfeits of those emissions have lately been issued 
~y our enemies at New York, and are found to be spreading and 
1~creasing fast in various parts of these United States, whereby indi-
viduals are defrauded, prices enhanced, and the credit of the paper 
currency greatly injured; and it is become necessary, for the security 
of individuals and safety of the public, that those two emissions should 
cease to be a circulating medium, and should be called in and ex-
c~anged or otherwise provided for, as soon as may be, with conve-
me11ce to the present holders: Therefore-
Resolved, That the following bills be taken out of circulation 
namely, the whole emissions of May 20, 1777, and April 11, 1778: ' 
'l1~at they be brought in for that purpose, in the manner hereafter 
provided, by the first day of June next, and not afterwards redeem-
able: 
That they be received for debts and taxes into the continental 
treasury and into the State treasuries for continental taxes until the 
first day of June next: 
That they be received, until the first day of June next, into the 
continental loan offices, either on loan or to be exchanged, at the 
election of the owner~, for other bills of like tenor, to be provided for 
that purpose: 
~hat the bills lodged in the said offices to be so exchanged be there 
registered, and indented certificates thereof be given to the owners by 
the respective commissioners of the said offices: 
That the commissioners of the loan offices make returns to the 
treasury board immediately after the first day of June next of the 
Rep. C. C. 261--2 
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amount of the bills received in their respective offices to be exchanged 
as aforesaid, and that proper bills to exchange the same be furnished, 
and ready to be delivered out at the said offices within sixty days from 
and after the said first day of June: 
That the first-mentioned bills, as they are brought into the treasu-
ries and the ]oan offices, be immediately crossed and struck thro?gh 
with a circular punch, one inch diameter, to be afterwards examrned 
and burned, as pongress shall direct. 
Ordered, That the board of treasury prepare a circular letter t.o the 
States, to accompany the foregoing resolutions.-
On the 14th January, 1779, Congress. passed the followin~ resolve: 
"Resolved, That the bills to be emitted for exchanging for _others, 
agreeably to the resolutions of the 2d instant, or for supportrng the 
war the ensuing year, be of the followmg denominations, viz: 65, 60, 
55, 50, 45, 40, 35, 30, 20, 8, 7, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, dollars; that $5_0,00~,000 
be emitted for the purposes above mentioned, under the d1r~ct1on of 
the board of the treasury, in 116,280 bills of credit of each of the de-
nominations aforesaid, which are to be severally numbered from one 
progressively. 
'' That the form of the bills be as follows : 
"No. ---. - dollars. 
"The bearer is entitled to receive --- Spanish milled doll~rs, or 
an equal sum in gold and silver, according to the resolution of Con-
gress of the 14th of January, 1779."-(3 vol. 0. J., p. 184.) 
On the 3d February, 1779, Congress authorized the further issue of 
$5,000,000.-(3 vol. 0. J., p. 195.) . 
On the 31st of March, 1779, Congress authorized the further issue 
of $5,000,160.-(3 vol. 0. J., p. 242.) . 
On the 5th May, 1779, Congress authorized the further 1Esue of 
$10,000,100.-(3 vol. 0. J., p. 267.) 
On the 4th June, 1779, Congress authorized the issue of the further 
sum of $10,000,100.-(3 vol. 0. J., p. 298.) · 
On the 17th July, 1779, Con{:?:ress authorized the further issue of 
10,000,100.-(3 vol. 0. J., p. 324.) . 
On the 17th September , 1779, Congress authorized the further 1Ssue 
of 5,000,180 and 10,000,080.-(3 vol. 0. J., pp. 362, 365.) 
On the 14th October, 1779, Con<Tress authorized the further issue of 
5,000,180.- (3 vol. 0. J., p. 376~) 
~ the 17th N ovem bcr, 1779, Congress authorized the further issue 
of ,000,040 and $5,050,50 .-(3 vol. 0. J.,p. 395.) 
n the 29th N o,~ember, 1779, Congress authorized the further issue 
of 1 , 140.-(3 vol. 0. J., p. 404.) 
. n the 1 th of arch, 1780, Congress took the following proceed-
rng : 
ATORDAY, March 18, 1780. 
T e e ite tates having been ~r~ven into this just and nece sary 
ar t the ti e hen no regular civil governmeut8 were ~stablished 
RICHARD S. COXE. 19 
of sufficient energy to enforce the collection of taxes, or to provide 
funds for the redemption of such bills of credit as their necessities 
obliged them to issue, and before the powers of Europe were suffi-
ciently convinced of the justice of their cause, or of the probable event 
of the controversy, to afford them aid or credit, in consequence of 
which, their bills increasing in quantity beyond the sum necessary for 
the purpose of a circulating medium, and wanting, at the same time·, 
specific funds to rest on for their redemption, they have seen them 
daily sink in value, notwithstanding every effort that has been made 
to support the same ; insomuch that they are now passed, by common 
consent, in most parts of these United States, at least 39-40ths below 
their nominal value, and still remain in a state of depreciation, whereby 
the community suffers great injustice, the public finances are deranged, 
and the -necessary dispositions for the defence of the country are much 
impeded and perplexed; and whereas, effectually to remedy these 
evils, for which purpose the United States are now become competent, 
their independency being well assured, their civil governments estab-
lished and vigorous, and the spirit of their citizens ardent for exer-
tion, it is necessary speedily to reduce the quantity of the paper medium 
in circulation, and to establish and appropriate funds that shall insure 
the punctual redemption of the bills: 'rherefore-
Resolved, That the several States continue to bring into the conti-
nental treasury, by taxes or otherwise, their full quotas of 15,000,000 
of dollars monthly, as assigned them by the resolution of the 7th of 
October, 1779, a clause in the resolution of the 23d of February last, 
for relinquishing two-thirds of the said quotas, to the contrary not-
withstanding; and that the States be further called on to make pro-
vision for continuing to bring into the said treasury their like quotas 
monthly, to the month of April, 1781, inclusive. 
That silvGr and gold be receivable in payment of the said quotas, 
a~ the rat~ of _one Spanish milled dollar in lieu of 40 dollars of the 
bills now m circulation. 
That the said bills, as paid in, except for the months of January 
and February past, which may be necessary for the discharge of past 
contracts, be not reissued, but destroyed. 
That as fast as the said bills shall be brought in to be destroyed, 
and fu~ds sh8:ll be established, as hereafter mentioned, for other bills, 
ot_her bills ~e issued, n?t to e~ceed, on any account, one-twentieth part 
of the nomrnal sum of the bills brought in to be destroyed . 
.. That the. bills which shall be issued be redeemable in specie within 
six years after th_e present, and bear an interest at the rate of five per 
centum per annum, to be paid also in specie at the redemption of the 
bills, or, at the election of the holder, annually, at the respectiye 
continental loan offices, in sterling bills of exchange, drawn by the 
United States on their commissioners in Europe, at 4s. 6d. sterling per 
dollar. · 
That the said new bills issue on the funds of individual States, for 
that purpose established, and be signed by persons appointed by them, 
and that the faith of the United States be also pledged for the pay-
ment of the said bills in case any State on whose funds they shall 
be ~mitted should, b/ the events of war, be rendered incap~ble to 
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redeem them; which undertaking of t he United States, and that of 
drawing bills of exchange, for payment of interest as aforesaid, shall 
be indorsed on the bills to be emitted, and signed by a commissioner 
to be appointed by Congress for that purpose. . 
That the face of the bills to be emitted r ead as follows,, viz: 
The })assessor of this bill shall be paiil --- Spanish milled dol-
lars by the 31st day of December, 1786, with int erest, in like money, 
at the rate of five per cent. per annum, by th e State of----, 
according to an act of the legislature of the said State of the -
day of--, 1780. 
And the indorsement shall ·be as follows, viz : 
The United States insure the payment of the within bill, and will 
draw bills of exchange for the interest annually, if demanded, accord-
ing to a resolution of Congress of the 18th day of March, 1780. 
That the said new bills shall be struck under the direction of t~e 
board of treasury, in due propo.rtion for each State, according to. their 
said m~nthly quotas, and lodged in the continental loan. offices ID the 
respective States , w·here the commissioners to be appointed by qon-
gress, in conjunction with such persons as the respective States apporn t, 
shall attend to the signing of the said bills; which shall be completed 
n? faster than. in the aforesaid proportion of one to twenty of the other 
bills brought m to be destroyed, and which shall be lod.ged for that 
purpose in the said loan offices. 
That_ as the said new bills are signed and completed, the ,States, 
respectively , on w)10se funds they issue, receive six-tenth_s of them, 
and that, the remarnder be subject to the orders of the U mted States, 
and credited to the S~ates on whose funds they are issued, the accounts 
whereof shall be adJusted ao-reea.bly to the resolutions of the 6th of 
October, 1778. · 
0 
That the said new bills be receivable in payment of the said monthly 
quotas at the same rate as aforesaid of specie the interest thereon 
to be computed to the respective States to the day the payment becomes 
due. 
Tha~ the_ respective States be charged with such par ts of the inte_rest 
on tbetr aid bills as shall be paid by the United States in bill s ot ex-
cban e_; an . the _accounts thereof shall be adj usted agreeably to the 
r 1ut1 n a.fo re a1~ ol the 6th of October, 1779. 
h _t heneve_r rnterc ton the bill s to be emitted shall be paid prior 
fl 1 eir 
1
\ em tion, uch bills ha~l be thereupon exchanged for others 
1 1 e . enor, t? bear date from the exviration of the year for 
ch 10ter t 1 paid . . 
~ ev r l_ ' tate be called to provide fund s for their quotas 
t l ? h tll , to e so productive as to sink or r edeem one-
. . nn~ally after the first day of J anuary next. 
hio 1. the f re oiog re olution hall be construed to ascer-
r / \ 100. of tb~ x en e incurre by the war, which each 
0 
a ~u lmen , ught to b~ charged _with, or to exclude 
. l 
1 1
. 0 t have the price at which different State~ 
r 1 c 1p I fi r he arm h f k · · . ~ 
\ . Y erea ter ta en into consideration Jll t 
in res lutiona, with a letter from the President, be 
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despat.ched to the executive of the several States, and that they be 
requested to call their assemblies, if not already convened, as speedily 
as possible, to take them into immediate consideration, to establish 
ample and certain funds for the purposes therein mentioned, and to 
take every other measure necessary to carry the same into full and 
vigorous effect, and that they transmit their acts for that purpose to 
Con~ress without delay. 
The bills issued under these proceedings were called the "new 
emission,'"' in contradist.inction to the former, called the "old emis-
sion.'' They were issued by the several States, and guaranteed by 
Congress. The government was not liable until the States failed to 
redeem. 
On the 28th of June, 1780, resolutions were passed relative to as-
certaining the specie value of the continental bills of the old emisi,ion, 
which are copied in an appendix to this brief, together with a table 
made in pursuance of these resolutions, showing the depreciation of 
continental money for every day of the entire period from September 
1, 1777, to March 8, 1780. 
On the 20th of February, 1782, the following, proceedings took 
place in Congress : · 
Whereas it is become indispensably necessary to settle and adjust, 
and finally to determine the proportions to be borne by the several 
States of the expenses of the war, from the commencement thereof 
until the first day of January, 1782, except the moneys loaned ; 
And whereas, from the present situation of some of the States, the 
rule for fixing such proportions agreeably to the articles of confedera-
tion, to wit, a valuation of lands, buildings, and improvements, cannot, 
with any degree of certainty, be proceeded on; and as, from a con-
si~eration of the States having been variously affected by the war, the 
sa1d rule, upon a valuation hereafter to be taken, might not, if strictly 
adhered to, without proper allowances for particular circumstances, 
produce the equal justice so deRirable in this important object: 
. In order, therefore, that the aforesaid expenses may be proportioned 
m a speedy and equitable manner-
Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the several legisla-
tures of the respective States, without delay, to authorize and empower 
the United States in Congress assembled, in the final settlement of 
the proportions to be borne by each State of the general expenses of 
the war, from the commencement thereof until the first day of January, 
1782, except the moneys loaned to the United States, (for the security 
aud discharge of the principal and interest of which ConO'ress rely on 
a compliance with their requi&ition of third day of' Febr~ary, 1781,J 
to assume and adopt such principles as, from the particular circum-
stances of the several States, at· different periods, rnay appear just and 
equitable, without being wholly confined to the rule laid down in the 
eighth article of the confederation, in cases where the same cannot 
be applied without manifest injustice: 
That it be recommended to the States, respectively, to obtain and 
transmit to Congress, as soon as may be, all such documents and 
information as n.ey may judge most proper to assist the judgment of 
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Congress in forming just estimf\tes of the value and abilities of each 
State at the close of every year within the aforesaid term, in order to 
settle the proportions before mentioned. 
Resolved, That upon settling the annual proportion of the several 
States of the expenses of the war, up to the first day of January, 
1782, where any of the States have exceeded their proportions, an 
interest of six per centum per annum shall be allowed thereon, and a 
deduction equal thereto made in the future annual proportions of tho~e 
States; and where any States shall appear to have been deficient m 
advancing their proportions, a like interest shall be charged thereon, 
and such deficiency charged in the future proportions of such States. 
And whereas it is necessary to make a settlement of all acco?nts 
between the United States and each particular State, and the creditors 
of the United States within the same~ 
Resolved, That a commissioner for each State, for the pur~ose here-
inafter expressed, be appointed as follows: he shall be nomrnated bi 
the superintendent of the finances of the United States, and appro~e 
of by the legislature or the executive of the particular State for wht_ch 
he shall have been nominated; and upon the death, refusal! or m-
ability to act, of such commissioner, another person to supply hi13 placd. 
shall be nominated by the superintendent of the finances, and appr?ve 
of by the executive or the delegates attending in Congress of.the S~a\t 
for which he shall be nominated, as the le<Yislature of the State 8 a 
direct; that the said commissioner so appointed shall have full po~er 
and authority finally to settle the accounts between the State for which 
l,ie shall have been nominated and the United States; that all ac-
counts of moneys advanced, impplies furnished, or services perf?rmedd. 
betwee_n the United States and a particular State, shall be estimate 
accordrng to the table of depr~ciation framed by the board o~ trea~ury 
on the 29th day of July, 1780, in consequence of the resolut10n of th6 
28th day of June preceding, to the time the same is ex ten de~:_ ~ro-
vided always, that specific supplies, furnished pursuant to requ~sition{ 
of Co_n~!ess, shall be sett1ed agreeably to the prices mentioned. m ~uc 
reqms1t10ns; that he be also fully empowered and directed to hqmda~e 
and settle, in specie value, all certificates given for supplies by puhhc 
~ffi~e~s to individua1~, and other claims against the United. States by 
md1v1du~ls for supplies furnished the army, the transportation t_hereof 
and contrn~ent expenses thereon, within the said State, accord mg to 
tbe principles of equity and good conscience in all cases which are 
not or shall n?t be provided for by Congress:' . 
That the said commissioner, in the various branches of duty herem 
dire~ted, shall, in such matters of form as regard merely the s~ating 
of h1s accounts, proceed agreeably to rules to be prescribed to b1m by 
the Comptroller of the Treasury; but in all other matters and things 
concerning th~ s_ettlement with individual States, according to such 
mode and prmc1ples as Congre s have directed or shall direct: 
That each of the said commissioners be allowed a salary of fifteen 
h~n red do Hara per annum, and that he appoint his necessary clerks, 
1th the alary of five hundred dollars per annum each, for the time 
bey hall everally be employed in this service, which shall be in full 
for all ervices and expenses: 
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That the said commissioners, respectively, give public and early 
notices of the times and places of their settling, and the districts 
within which they settle accounts, that as well the public officers as 
the private individuals may .have an opportuoity to attend: 
1.l1hat each commissioner, before he enter upon the business for which 
he is appointed, shall take the following oath : 
"I, A. B., do solemnly swear that I will truly and faithfully exe-
cute the office of commissioner to which I am appointed, according 
to my best skill and judgment, without favor or affection. So help 
me God." 
'rliat each clerk, at his appointment, shall also take an oath truly 
and faithfully to execute the duties of his office according to the best 
of his skill and understanding; and that certificates of these oaths 
be filed in the secretary's office of the State. 
And it is hereby further recommended to the several legislatures of 
the respective States to grant the commissioner, by a law to be enacted 
for that purpose, a power to call witnesses and examine them upon 
oath or affirmation touching such claims and accounts as shall be 
produced for liquidation and settlement. 
On the 8th of September, 1782, Congress resolved "that the com-
missioners appointed to settle the accounts of the several States, 
agreeably to the act of the 20th of February, 1782, be directed to 
examine, receive, and destroy so mu<Jh of the old continental money 
as may be in the treasury of any of the States, -not exceeding the 
quota of such State, as fixed by the act of Congress of the 18th of 
March, 1780, and transmit the superintendent of finance accounts of the · 
money so destroyed."-(4 vol. 0. J., 81.) 
On the 17th of January, 1783, the following report was made by a 
grand committee, of which Mr. Rutledge was chairman: 
" That individuals in each State who are possessed of continental 
paper money be entitled to receive frcm the commissioner who is 
or shall be appointed to settle the accounts of the several States, and 
~f individuals therein, against the United States, a specie certificate 
for all such sums of said money as they shall respectively pay into 
the bands of such commissioner, at the rate of one silver dollar for 
every-. - continental dollar, the certificates to bear interest of six 
per cent. from the date, ancl be provided for as other public debts; but 
that 1;10. money shall be received or certificates granted by the said 
comm1ss10ners after the last day of December, 1783. 'rhe States which 
have not sunk the proportions assigned to them of the continental 
money be charged with the deficiency or the amount of what they 
would have sunk at the rate aforesaid.'' And the said report being 
taken into consideration, a motion was made by Mr. Williamson, 
seconded by Mr. Carroll, that the furth,~r consideration be postponed; 
which motion was lost.-(4 vol. 0. J., p. 141.) 
"A motion was made by Mr. Hamilton, seconded by Mr. Collins, 
that the blank be filled with the word 'forty;' which was lost. 
"A motion was made by Mr. Osgood, seconded by Mr. Arnold, 
that the blank be filled with 'seventy-five;' which motion was 
lost."-(4 vol. 0. J., pp. 141, 142.) 
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The solicitor has been unable to find any evidence showing tbat any 
fu:rther steps were taken in Congress in relation to the said resolution 
QI! the subject-matter thereof. He therefore computes the amount of 
tbe bills of credit authorized by the old Congress to be issued at 
$129,000,000, besides the fifty millions mentioned in the resolution of 
the 14th of Jan nary, 1779, being of the old emission. How much 
was issued where Cong.ress guaranteed the State emissions he has been 
t1nable to ascertain. But he may err in these amounts, because he 
fears that in these ancient matters he may not have met with all .t~e 
facts that are properly connected with these questions, even after v1g1-
la1:1t and patient and laborious search. . 
The above is the last legislation under the old government which 
has been found. 
· ·under the new constitutional government, the following is all the 
general legislation with which the solicitor has met, after very full 
and patient search. 
r.l'he act for making provision for the payment of the deb~ of ~he 
United States, passed August 4, 1790, (1 U.S. L., 138.) The thud 
section makes 11rovision for funding the domestic debt, and is as follows: 
SEc. 3. Be it therefore further enacted, That a loan, to the full 
amount of the said domestic debt, be, and the same is ~er_eby, 
proposed, and that books for receiving subscriptions to the s~id_loan 
be opened at the treasury of the United States, and by a commissioner 
to be appointed in each of the said States, on the first day of Oct?ber 
next, to continue open until the last day of September followrng, 
inclusively ; and that the sums which sh'.111 be subscribed there~o 
be payable in certificates issued for the said debt according to their 
specie value, and computing the interest upon such as bear i~terest 
to the last day of December next, inclusively; which said certificates 
shall be of these several descriptions, to wit: 
Those issued by the Register of the Treasury. 
Those issued by the commissioners of loans in the several States, 
including certificates given pursuant to the act of Congress of !he 
2d. January, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine, for bills 
of credit of the several emissions of the twentieth of May, one tho~-
aand seven hundred and seventy-seven, and the eleventh of. Apnl, 
one thou _and seven hundred and seventy-eight. 
Those 1. sued by tbe commissioners for the adjustment of the ac-
cou~t of tbe quartermaster, commissary, hospital, clothing, and 
marme departments. 
Those i ued by the commissioners for the adjustment of accounts 
in the re pective tates. 
_T~o e i ued by tbe late and present paymaster general, or com-
m1. 10ner of armv accounts. 
~ho e i ued for the payment of interest, commonly called indents 
of mtere t. 
An . in the bills of credit, i sued by the authority of the United 
le in ongre s a embl d, at the rate of one hundred dollars in 
ih i ill 1or one dollar in pecie. 
£ • , ~11 be it further enacted, That for the whole, or any part, 
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of any sum subscribed to the said loan by any person or persons, or 
body politic, which shall be paid in the principal of the said domestic 
debt, the subscriber or subscribers shall be entitled to a certificate 
purporting that the United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, 
his, her, or thEir assigns, a sum to be expressed therein, equal to 
two-thirds of the sum so paid, bearing an interest of six per centum 
per annum, payable quarter-yearly, and subject to redemption by 
payments not exceeding, in one year, on account both of principal 
and interest, the proportion of eight dollars upon a hundred of the 
sum mentioned in such certificate ; and to another certificate, pur-
porting that the United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, 
his, her, or their assigns, a sum to be expressed therein, equal to the 
proportion of thirty-three dollars and one-third of a dolla-r upon a 
hundred of the sum so paid; which, after the year one thousand eight 
hnndre<l, shall bear an interest of six per centum per annum, payable 
quarter-yearly, and subject to redemption by payments not exceeding, 
in one year, on account both of principal and interest, the proportion 
of eight dollars upon a hundred of the sum mentioned in such certi-
ficate: Provided, That it shall not be understood that the United 
States shall be hound or obliged to redeem in the proportion aforesaid; 
but it shall be understood only that they ha-ve a right to do so. 
SEc. 5. And be it further enacted, That for the whole, or any part, 
of any sum subscribed to the said loan by any person or persons, or 
body politic, which shall be paid in the interest of the said domestic 
debt, computecl to th.e said last day of December next, or in the said 
?ertificates issued in payment of interest, commonly called indents of 
interest, the subscriber or subscribers shall be entitled to a certificate 
purporting that the United States owe to the holder or holders thereof, 
his, ~er, or their assigns, a sum to be specified therein, equal to that 
by him, her, or them so paid, bearing an interest of three per centum 
per annum, payable quarter-yearly, and subject to redemption by pay-
ment of the sum specified therein, whenever provision shall be made 
by law for that purpose. 
Sections 9 and 10 make provision for those who do not subscribe for 
the loan as follows: 
SEC. 9. Be it further enacted, That nothing in this act contained 
shall be cons.trued ~n anyw~se to, alter, abridge, or impair the rights 
of those creditors of the U mted States who shall not subscribe to the 
said loan, or the contracts upon which their respective claims are 
founded; but the said contracts and rights shall remain in full force 
and virtue. 
And that such creditors may not be excluded from a participation 
in the benefit hereby intended to the creditors of the United States 
in general, while the said proposed loan shall be depending, and until 
it shall appear, from the event thereof, what further or other arrange-
ments may be necessary respecting the said domestic debt. . 
SEC. 10. Be it therefore further enacted, That such of the creditors 
of the United States as may not subscribe to the said loan shall never-
theless receive, durinO' the year one thousand seven hundred and 
ninety-one, a rate pe~ centum on the respective amounts of their 
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respectiYe demands, including interest to the last day of Decemb~r 
next, equal to the interest payable to subscribing creditors, to be pa1_d 
at the same times, at the same places, and by the same persons, as 1s 
herein before directed concerning the interest on the stock which may 
be created in virtue of the said proposed loan. But as some of the 
certificates now in circulation have not heretofore been liquidated to 
specie value, as most of them are greatly subject to counterfeit, and 
counterfeits have actually taken place in numerous instances; and as 
embarrassment and imposition might, for these reasons, attend t~e 
payment of interest on those certificates in their present form, it 
shall, therefore, be necessary, to entitle the said creditors to the ben~fit 
of the said payment, that those of them who do not possess certifi-
cates issued by the Register of the Treasury, for the registe_red debt, 
should produce, previous to the first day of June next, their respec-
tive certificates, either at the treasury of the Unite~ Stat.es, or ~o 
some one of the commissioners to be appointed as aforesa1~, tot. e 
end that the same may be cancelled, and other certifica~es 1ssued m 
lieu thereof; which new certificates shall specify the specie amo~nt 0l 
those in exchange for which they are given, and shall be o~herwise 0 
the like tenor with those heretofore issued by the said Register of tte 
Treasury for the said re,gistered debt, and shall be transfera?le on t e 
like principles with those directed to be issued on account of the SUb-
scriptions to the loan hereby proposed. 
Sections 16 and 17 provide concerning interest, and what shall be 
allowed to a State holding evidences of debt. They are as follows: 
SEc. 16. And be it further enacted, That the interest upon the _cer-
tificates which shall be received in payment of the sums subscribed 
towards the said loan shall be computed to the last day of the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-one, inclusively; and t~e 
interest upon the stock which shall be created by virtue of the sa1d 
loan shall commence or begin to accrue on the first day of the year 
one thousand seven hundred and ninety-two, and shall be ~ayable 
quarter-yearly, at the same time, and in like manner, as the rn_tere t 
on the stock to be created by virtue of the loan above proposed rn the 
domestic debt of the United States. · 
SEc. 17. And be it further enacted, That if the whole sum allow:ed 
to be subscribed in the debt or certificates of any State, as afor 1·sa1d, 
shall not be sub c~ibed within .the time for that purpose limited, s~ch 
tate shall be entitled to receive, and shall receive from the Umted 
tate , an interest per centum per annum upon so' much of the said 
sum a ha11 not have been so ub cribed, equal t o that which would 
have accrued on the deficiency, had the same been subscribed in tru t 
for ~he non- ub crib_ing creditors of such tate, who are holders of 
certificate o: note 1 ue on account of services or supplies toward 
the ro ecut1 n of thP. late war, and the defence of the U nitE>d State , 
or of me art thereof, to e paid in like manner as the interet!t on 
he t ck which may be create by virtue of the said loan and to 
contin e until there hall e a ettle ent f account bet;een the 
nite tate an the in ivi l tateR; and in ca e a balance shall 
hen ap r i favor of such tate, until provi ion shall be made for 
the id ala.nee. 
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. The next act is that of February 12, 1793, (1 U. S. L., 301,) and 
is as follows : 
AN ACT relative to claims against the United States not barred by any act of limitation, 
and which have not been already adjusted. 
Be it enacted, &c., r.rhat all claims upon the United States for ser-
vices or supplies, or for other cause, matter, or thing, furnished or 
done previous to the 4th day of March, 1789, whether founded upon 
certificatfs, or other written documents from public officers, or other-
wise, which have not already been barred by any act of limitation, 
and which shall not ce presented at the treasury before the first <lay 
of May, 1794, shall forever after be barred and preclude·d from settle-
me,nt or allowance: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to affect loan office certificates, certificates of final settle-
ment, indents of interest, balances entered in the books of the Register 
of the Treasury, certificates issued by the Register of the Treasury, 
commonly called registered certificates, loans of money obtained in 
foreign countries, or certificates issued pursuant to the act t·ntitled 
" An act making provision for the debt of the United States:" And 
provided, further, 'J.lhat nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to prohibit the proper officers of the treasury from demanding an 
account or accounts to be rendered for any moneys heretofore advanced 
and not accounted for, or from admitting, under the usual forms and 
restrictions, credits for expenditures equal to the sums which have 
been so advanced. 
SEc. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the 
Auditor of the Treasury to receive all such claims aforesaid, as have 
not been heretofore barred by any act of limitation, as shall be pre-
sented before the time aforesaid, with the certificates or other documents 
in support thereof, and to cause a record to be made of the names of 
the_ persons, and of the time when the said claims are presented; 
which record shall · be made hi the presence of the person or persons 
pre_senting the same, and shall be the only evi,lence that the said 
claims were presented during the time limited by this act. 
SEc. 3. And be it further enacted, '11hat it shall be the dutv of the 
accounting office~s of ~be treasury to make report to Congre.ss upon 
all such of the sa,1d claims as shall not be allowed to be valid accord-
ing to the usual forms of the Treasury. ' 
This act remains in fo:-ce, and bars all cla.ims except loan office cer-
tificates, certificates of final settlement, indents of interest, balances 
entered on the books of the Register of the Treasury, commonly called 
registered certificates, and loans obtained abroad. 
The 2d section does not extend to bills of credit, or other evidences 
of debt, the amount of which was rendered certain by their face, but 
to unliquidated claims. 
The Auditor of the Treasury, under date of the 19th of January, 
1795, makes the following statement, which is found on pages 172 
and 17 4 of the American State Papers, volume of'' Claims.'' 
"I certify that, pursuant to an act of Congress passed on the 12th 
day of February, 17H3, entitled 'An act relative to claims against the 
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United States not barred by any act of limitation, and which have not 
been already adjusted,' there have been received and registered in 
this office one hundred and twenty-four claims, presented by persons 
named in the accompanying abstract ; which claims being distributed 
into fourteen · classes, I have examined, and am of opinion that the 
s11.me are inadmissible at the treasury, for the reasons hereafter as-
signcd.-(p. 172.) · 
" CLASS 7 .-This class is composed of three claims presented by John 
· Nicholson, all of which are founded on bills of credit, issued by a_u-
thority of the late government, commonly called bills of ~he old emi~-
sion. For these Mr. Nicholson claims credit at par-that is, one specie 
dollar for every d·ollar in paper. rrhe only provision heretofore made 
for this species of paper is by the act of Congress of the 4th of Aug~st, 
1790, entitled 'An act making provision for the debt of the, -Vmted 
States.' How far it may comport with justice to make pro~1s1on _on 
different principles for the particular cases now under consideration 
is a question proper for the decision of Congress. The money has not 
yet been examined or counted." -(p. 17 4.) . . 
I-n the tabular statement of the 7th class Anna Gibson is state.d 
to have presented, on the 30th of March, 1794, continental bills of the) 
old emission, by John Nicholson, to the amount of $27,235 .-(p. 179: 
This is all the evidence concerning the right to recover .. The specie 
value of these bills of credit at several periods prior to this presenta-
tion is shown by statements taken from the books of the Treasury De-
partment) and printed as an appendix to this suit. 
LEGAL PROPOSITIONS. 
FIRST. Th_~ amount due on the face of these buls of credit is not shown. 
The Auditor expressly states that he neither examined nor counted 
the bills in question; consequently he did not know how much the 
same amounted to. His statement is no evidence of the amount. It 
is the duty of the plaintiff to prove the amount before he can recover. 
This b~ bas omitted, and the court cannot say how much there W9._8 of 
these bills of credit. Nor is it stated they were found to be genurne. 
'rhe l~th secti?n of the _act of 1790 (1 U.S. L., p. 141) recites th~t 
the evidence~ ?f the public debt were " greatly subject tJ counterfei~! 
an~ counterfeits have actua1ly taken place in numerous instance_s. 
This court cannot say that this unexamined mass of bills were genuine. 
ECONI> . They were not presentable under the law of 1793. 
T he second section of the act of 1793 relates not to certificates of 
lo~n an bill of credit, but to l'lnliq_uidated claims, wh ich required 
ev1. ence to upport them. It refer to certificates and documents 
which may e furni bed in upport of ai claime. No such evidence 
l e. required or neede in c e of bills of cred it. T he object of 
ctt n of the .act. wa t pr.ovide ~ r regi tering in the books- of 
ry all unh 1 ated cl 1m which were not presentable and 
le n er t e l n act o 1790. There wa no rea on for 
bill of er it t be re i ter d. 
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. rrnrRD. Tlwy ·were not presented in conj ormity with tlie provisions -of 
the act of 1793 . . 
The second section of the act of 1793 (1 U.S. L., 301, 302) requires 
the entry of the claims to be made "in the presence of the person or 
persons presenting the same, and shall be the only evidence that said 
claims were presented during the time limited by this act." It is not 
shown that these bills were presented and a record made thereof in 
the presence of Anna Gibson, nor of Nicholson, her attorney. The 
provisions of the act were not ~omplied with, and therefore this· state-
ment of the auditor is not evidence of the fact of presentation and 
recording in presence of the party presenting. 
The Auditor, near a year after their presentation, adjudicated and 
determined that these bills were not provided for under the act of 
1793. His decision was subsequently sent to Congress. That body 
did nothing upon the .subject, as far as we know. There is no evidence 
that the correctness of this decision was then questioned. It has 
remained undisturbed for more than sixty years. Its correctne~s 
cannot be questioned when we examine and scrutinize the act. 
FouRTH. 'Ihey are barred by the statute of limitations of 1793. 
The first section of the act of 1793 (1 U. S. L , 301) bars all 
claims, excepting loan office certificates, &c., after the 1st of May, 
1794. The language is bread enough to cover bills of credit, and 
was undoubtedly so intended. They could be presented as a subscrip-
tion to the loan office to the 1st of May, 1794, and were then barred. 
Nicholson did not wish to present them to the loan offices when it 
required a hundred dollars in bills to make one of the loan. He 
sought to get an advantage which others had not enjoyed, and thereby 
failed to receive anything. At the loan office he could have got a 
certificate for $172 . 35, which was what others received, and more he 
was not entitled to. If he had chosen, when the bills were presented 
to the Auditor, to have gone to the loan office with them, he could have 
done so between that time and May. To have allowed him the face 
of the bills in money, after Congress had determined that they were 
worth only one cent on the dollar, would have been most extraordinary 
and absurd. The statement from the treasury and from General 
Washington's accounts show that these bills long before had only 
a nominal va.lue. Mr. Nicholson demanded that all this evidence, 
known to every body at the time, should be overlooked, and a new 
rule establi'3hed in favor of the bills he presented. The law did not 
authorizcl this, and this court cannot make a law for him. 
FrnrH. If not barred by the t:,[atute of limitations, the claim made upon 
these bills 'is too stale to be recognized ar,d allowed. 
This claim has lain since 1794, a period of 65 years, and no effort 
appears to have been made to collect it. Among_ individuals so stale 
a claim cannot be collected. 'fbe same rule should apply when the 
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party makes no effort to collect. In one-third of that time debts are 
presumed to have been paid, and this pre,umption may well apply to 
these ancient cases. At this late day the government cannot know 
whether it has been paid or not, nor, in most cases, make any proof. 
But the presumption of payment is sufficient. 
R. H. GILLET, Solicitor. 
DECEMBER 12, 1859. 
APPENDIX. 
IN CONGRESS, JuN~ 28, 1780. 
Whereas Congress, on the eighteenth day of April last, resolved, 
in the words following, viz: .. 
That Congress will, as soon as may be, make such provl810DS for 
discharging or continuing the loans that have been made to these 
United States on the loan office certificates as that the hold~rs of the: 
shall sustain no loss ·thereon by any depreciation of the bills Joan 
subsequent to the respec~iv~ dates_ of the said certificates: Therefodre-
Resol·ve~, That the prmc1pal of all loans that have be_en me. e to 
these U mted States shall finally be discharged by paymg the full 
current value of the bills when loaned which payment shall be me.de 
in Spanish milled dollars, or the cur;.ent exchange thereof in °ther 
money at the time of payment. 
That the value of the bills when loaned shall be ascertain_ed for thr 
purpose above mentioned by computincr thereon a progressive rate 0d 
depreciation, commencing with the first day of September, 1777, an 
continuing to the eighteenth day of March 1780, in geometrical pro-
portion to the ~i~e, from period to period, ~s hereafter stated_, ~seum-
rng the deprec1at10n of the several periods to be as follows, viz. £ 
On the ~rst day of March, 1778, one dollar and three quarters 0 
a dollar of the said bills for one Spanish milled dollar~ ou the firSt o[ 
eptember , 1778, as four of the former for one of the latter ; on th8 
first of March, 1779, as ten of the former for one of the latter; on the 
first day of eptember, 1779, as eighteen of the former for one of the 
latter; and on the eighteenth day of March, 1780, as forty of the for· 
mer for one of the latter. 
That the principal of all certificates that have been taken out since 
the eigbt~enth ~ay of March la t shall be disr.hargecl at the rate 0 
one pam h m~lled dollar, or the current exchange thereof in _other 
money at the time of payment, for forty dollars of the said bills 0 
ere it received n loan. 
hn.t the princip l of all certificates that shall hereafter be taken 
,t, n il the further or er of Congre be discharged at the sam 
r t , nd in the a e manner, as tho e that have beea taken out sin 
h •ic,bt h day of rch la t. 
1I l \ he int re t on all lo n office certificate , at the rate of ix 
_r c tJ . per p e n the principal a certained as afore-
' 1, h ll lly in like anner o. the princip 
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until the principal shall be paid: provided, nevertheless, that the 
same interest and mode of payment on certificates taken out before 
the first <lay of March, 1778, shall be continued as at present until 
the principal, ascertained as aforesaid, shall be ready to be discharged. 
Ordered, 'l'hat the board of treasury prepare the proper tables for 
direction of the commissioners of the continental loan offices in the 
several States in paying off the principal and interest of loans, agree-
ably to the foregoing resolutions. 
Extract from the minutes. 
GEORGE BOND, 
Deputy Secrf,tary. 
TREASURY OFFICE, July 29, 1780. 
In pursuance of the foregoing act, and on the principles therein 
laid down, the following table, for direction of the commissioners of 
the continental loan offices in the several States in paying off the prin-
cipal and interest of loans, is prepared, showing the value of one 
hundred dollars of the currency of the United States loaned at any 
time between the first day of September, 1777, and the eighteenth 
day of March, 1780, in specie, with its interest for a year. 
It is to be observed that the specie value of one hundred dollars, 
found on any day within the table, is to be multiplied by the number 
of hundreds expressed in the certificate of the same date whose value 
in specie is required, and in like manner the interest arising thereon, 
and the answer will be obtained. 
Ex.imples.-The specie value of a certificate of five hundred dollars 
and its interest, loaned the first day of May, 1779, is required on that 
d_ay. By the table the specie value of one hundred current dollars is 
e1_g ht_dollars twenty-ninetieths of a dollar and five-eighth parts of a 
nm~trnth, which, multiplied by five, the hundred mentioned in the 
c,ert1ficate, _giv:es forty-one dollars thirteen-ninetieths and one-eighth 
for the prmc1pal. The interest thereon, forty-four-ninetieths and 
t~ree-eig~ths, multiplied by five, the number of hundreds in the cer-
tificate, gives two dollars forty-one-ninetieths and seven ei()'hths of a 
ninetieth for its interest in specie. 
0 
Dolls. 90ths. Bths. 
8 20 5 
5 
41 13 1 
============== 
0 44 3 
5 
2 41 7 
===:=.======= 
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TABLE. 
Value of one hundred dollars in specie, and its interest. 
Principal. Interest. 
Date. 
Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 90ths. Bths. 
------
1777. 
September 1 100 ·-------·-. --------- 6 ---------· .. -------- -2 99 62 2 5 88 2 
3 99 34 4 5 86 5 
4 99 6 7 5 85 ----------5 98 69 3 5 83 2 
6 98 41 7 5 81 5 
7 98 14 4 5 86 
8 97 77 2 5 78 3 
9 97 50 1 5 76 6 
10 97 23 5 75 1 
___ .. ______ 
11 96 85 7 5 73 4 12 96 59 5 71 7 ----------13 96 32 l 5 70 2 14 96 5 3 5 68 5 15 95 68 6 5 67 1 16 95 42 
---------- 5 65 4 17 95 15 4 5 63 7 18 94 79 1 5 62 2 19 94 52 6 5 60 6 20 94 26 4 5 59 5 21 93 
---------- 2 5 57 4 22 93 64 2 5 55 ----------23 93 38 1 5 54 3 24 93 12 1 5 52 7 25 92 76 2 5 51 3 26 92 50 4 5 49 6 27 92 24 6 5 4-8 2 28 91 89 1 5 46 6 29 91 63 5 5 45 1 30 91 38 1 5 43 5 October 1 91 12 6 5 42 1 2 90 77 3 5 40 5 3 90 52 1 5 39 1 4 !lO 27 
5 37 4 5 90 --·------· l 7 5 36 ·----- ----6 9 66 7 5 34 5 7 9 42 
9 17 ·--------- 5 33 -- -- ------












30 . 83 
31 83 
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TABLE-Continued .. 
Principal. 
90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 
37 -----·---- 5 13 2 5 
79 5 5 
56 1 .5 
32 4 5 
9 1 5 
75 6 5 
52 4 5 
29 2 4 
6 ---------- 4 73 ---------- 4 50 ---------- 4 27 ---------- 4 4 1 4 
71 3 4 
48 6 4 
26 ---------- 4 3 3 4 
70 7 4 
48 4 4 
26 1 4 
3 6 4 
71 4 4 
49 3 4 
27 2 4 
5 2 4 
73 2 4 
51 3 4 
29 4 4 
7 6 4 
76 1 4 
54 4 4 
32 7 4 
11 3 4 
80 ---------- 4 lS8 6 4-
37 3 4 
16 ---------- 4 84 7 4 
63 7 4 
42 6 4 
21 6 4 
---------- 7 4-70 ---------- 4 49 2 4 
28 4 4 
8 ---------- 4 77 3 4 
56 7 4 
36 3 4 
16 --·------- 4 85 5 4 
65 3 4 
45 2 4 





























































Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. 
1777. 
December 16 72 5 ------ ---- 4 29 ------ --- -17 71 74 7 4 27 7 
18 71 55 4 26 5 ---------- 4 19 71 35 1 4 25 
20 71 15 2 4 24 2 
21 70 85 4 4 23 1 
22 70 65 7 4 21 7 
23 70 46 1 4 ·20 6 ' 24 70 26 4 4 19 4 
25 70 7 4 18 3 ----------26 69 77 4 4 17 2 
27 69 58 1 4 16 ·---------28 69 38 7 4 14 { 29 69 19 4 4 13 30 69 4 12 4 ·-- .. ------ ·-------·--31 68 71 4 11 3 ---- ... -----.. 1778. 
2 .January 1 68 52 4 10 ---------- 1 2 68 32 7 4 9 3 68 13 7 4 8 ------ ---4 67 85 4 6 7 ------ ----5 67 66 1 4 5 6 6 67 47 2 4 4 5 7 67 28 4 4 3 4 8 67 9 7 4 : 2 3 9 66 81 2 4 1 2 10 66 62 5 4 ---------· .. ----- ---11 66 44 ---------- 3 98 ---------12 66 25 6 3 87 7 13 66 7 1 3 86 6 14 65 78 6 3 85 5 15 65 60 4 3 84 5 16 65 42 2 3 83 4 17 6n 24 ---------- 3 82 3 18 65 5 7 3 81 2 19 64 77 7 3 80 2 20 64 59 7 3 79 1 21 64 41 7 3 78 -- ------22 64 24 
---------- 3 77 ·-------23 64 6 1 3 75 7 24 63 78 3 3 74 7 25 63 60 4 3 73 6 26 63 42 7 3 72 6 27 63 25 2 3 71 5 28 63 7 5 3 70 5 29 62 80 1 3 69 4 30 62 62 5 3 68 5 31 62 45 2 3 67 4 F'ebruary 1 62 27 7 3 66 3 2 62 10 4 3 65 3 3 61 8 2 3 64 3 4 61 66 1 3 63 2 {j 61 48 7 s 62 3 61 31 6 3 61 2 '1 61 14 6 3 60 2 




Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. 
1778. 
February 8 60 87 6 3 59 2 
9 60 70 6 3 58 1 
10 60 54 ---------- 3 57 1 
11 60 37 1 3 56 1 
12 60 20 2 3 55 1 
13 60 3 5 3 54: 1 
14 59 77 3 3 53 1 
15 59 60 3 3 52 1 
16 59 43 5 3 51 1 
17 59 27 2 3 50 1 
18 59 10 6 3 49 1 
19 58 84 2 3 48 2 
20 58 67 7 3 47 2 
21 58 51 5 3 46 2 
22 58 35 2 3 45 2 
23 58 19 1 3 44 2 
24 58 2 7 3 43 3 
25 57 76 6 3 42 3 
26 57 60 6 3 41 3 
27 57 44 5 3 40 3 
28 57 28 6 3 39 4 
March 1 57 12 6 3 38 4 
2 56 79 6 3 37 1 
3 56 56 7 3 35 6 
4 56 34 ---------· 3 34 3 5 56 11 2 3 33 ----------
6 55 78 5 3 31 5 
7 55 56 ---------- 3 30 2 
8 55 33 5 3 29 ----·-----
9 55 11 2 3 27 5 
10 54 79 
.. _________ 
3 26 3 
11 54 56 7 3 25 ----------
12 54 34 6 3 23 5 
13 54 12 7 3 22 3 
14 53 81 ---------- 3 21 ----------15 53 59 2 3 19 6 
16 53 37 5 3 18 2 
17 53 16 ----------- 3 17 1 
18 52 84 5 3 15 7 
19 52 63 2 3 14 4 
20 52 42 --------- ... 3 13 2 
21 52 20 7 3 12 ----------.22 51 89 6 3 10 6 
23 51 68 7 3 9 4: 
24 51 47 7 3 8 2 
25 51 27 1 3 7 ----------
26 51 6 3 3 5 6 
27 50 75 6 3 4 4 
28 50 55 2 3 3 2 
29 50 34 7 3 2 -----------
30 50 13 4 3 ---------- 6 
31 49 84 2 2 89 5 
April 1 49 64 2 2 88 3 
2 49 44 1 2 87 2 
3 49 24 1 2 86 -----·----
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TAB LE-Continued. 
~ Principal. p Interest. 
Date. 
Dollars. 90ths . 8ths. Dollars. 90ths. Stha. 
. 
1778. 
April 4 49 4 4 2 84 6 
5 48 74 4 2 83 5 
6 48 54 6 2 82 3 
7 48 35 1 2 t 81 2 
8 48 15 5 2 80 1 
9 47 86 2 2 78 7 
10 4:7 06 7 2 77 6 
11 47 47 5 2 76 5 
I 12 47 28 4 2 75 4 
13 47 9 3 2 74 3 
14 46 80 3 2 73 1 
15 46 61 3 2 72 2 
16 46 42 7 2 70 7 
17 46 t3 6 2 69 6 
18 46 5 1 2 68 5 
19 45 76 5 2 67 4 20 45 58 1 2 66 3 21 45 39 6 ,, 2 65 3 22 45 21 3 2 64 2 23 45 3 1 2 63 1 
24 44 74 7 2 62 -------- -25 44 66 7 2 61 ---------26 44 38 7 2 59 7 27 44 20 7 2 58 6 28 44: 3 1 2 57 6 29 43 75 2 2 56 5 30 43 57 4 2 55 5 ltay 1 43 40 
------ --- - 2 54 4: 2 43 22 4 2 53 4 3 43 5 --------·- 2 52 4: 4 42 77 5 2 51 3 5 42 60 3 2 50 3 6 42 43 1 2 49 3 '1 42 26 2 48 2 ----------8 42 9 2 47 2 9 41 81 ---------- 2 7 2 46 10 41 65 2 45 2 11 41 ----------48 1 2 44 2 12 4:1 31 4 2 43 2 13 4:1 14: 6 2 42 2 14 40 88 1 2 41 2 15 40 71 5 2 40 2 16 40 66 2 2 39 2 17 40 38 6 2 38 2 18 40 22 4 2 37 2 19 40 6 2 2 36 3 20 89 80 2 35 3 21 89 63 ·---------7 2 34 3 22 89 47 7 2 33 3 23 89 82 2 32 4: u 89 --------- · 16 1 2 31 4: 25 89 
--··------ 2 2 30 4: 26 88 74- 4 2 29 4 27 38 6 7 2 28 28 38 0 5 3 2 27 6 
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TABLE-Continued. 
-- ---... --
Principal. I Interest. 
Date. 
Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. Dollars. I 90ths. 8ths. 
.•.. ··--· -
1778. 
May 29 38 2'1 6 2 26 6 
30 38 12 3 2 25 7 
31 37 f37 ------·--- 2 25 ----------June 1 37 71 5 2 24 ----------2 37 68 3 2 23 1 
3 37 41 1 2 22 2 
4 37 26 
., _________ 
2 21 2 
5 37 11 ----·----- 2 20 3 6 36 86 1 2 19 4 
7 36 71 1 2 18 5 
8 36 56 3 2 17 6 
9 36 41 4 2 16 7 
10 36 26 7 2 16 ----------11 86 12 1 2 15 1 
12 35 .87 5 2 14 2 
13 35 73 1 2 13 3 
14 35 58 5 2 12 4 
15 35 44 2 2 11 6 
16 35 29 7 2 10 6 
17 85 15 6 2 9 7 
18 35 1 4 2 9 -----·---19 .34 77 3 2 8 1 
20 34 63 2 2 7 3 
21 B4 49 2 3 6 4 
22 I 34 35 3 2 5 5 
23 34 21 4 2 4 7 
24 34 7 5 2 4 ----------25 33 83 7 2 3 1 
26 33 70 2 2 2 3 
27 33 56 4 2 1 4 
28 33 43 ---------- 2 ---------- 6 29 33 29 4 1 89 7 
30 33 16 ---------- 1 89 1 July 1 33 2 5 1 88 2 
2 32 79 3 1 87 4 
3 32 66 1 1 86 6 
4 32 53 --------- ... 1 85 7 
5 32 39 6 1 85 1 
6 32 26 5 1 84 3 
7 32 13 5 1 83 4 
8 32 ---------- 5 1 82 6 9 31 77 6 1 82 ---------, 10 31 64 7 1 81 2 
11 31 52 1 1 80 4: 
12 31 39 3 1 79 6 
13 31 26 5 1 79 ----------14 31 14 ---------- 1 78 3 15 31 1 4 1 77 3 
16 30 79 ------·--- 1 76 5 17 30 66 4 1 75 7 
18 30 54 1 1 75 2 
19 30 41 6 1 74 4 
20 30 29 4 1 73 6 
21 30 17 2 1 73 ----------22 30 5 ---------- 1 72 1 




Dollars 90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. 
1778. 
July 23 29 82 6 1 71 4 
24 29 70 7 1 70 6 
25 29 58 6 1 71 1 
26 29 46 7 1 69 3 
27 29 35 I 68 5 --------- 7 28 29 23 1 1 67 
29 29 11 2 1 67 1 
30 28 89 4 1 66 4 
31 28 77 6 1 65 6 
August 1 28 66 1 1 65 1 
2 28 54 5 1 64 3 
3 28 43 1 63 6 ----------4 28 31 5 1 63 ---------
5 28 20 1 1 62 3 
6 28 8 6 1 61 5 
7 27 87 3 1 61 ---------
8 27 76 1 1 60 2 
9 27 64 7 1 59 5 
10 27 53 5 1 59 ·--------
11 27 4:2 4 1 58 2 12 27 31 4 1 57 5 13 27 20 4 1 57 ---------
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TABLE-Continued. 
Principal. 
90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 
15 3 1 
4 7 1 
84 4 1 
74 ---------- 1 63 5 1 
53 2 1 
43 ---------- 1 32 6 1 
22 5 1 
12 4 1 
2 4 1 
82 3 1 
72 4 1 
62 5 1 
52 6 1 
43 ---------- 1 33 1 1 
23 3 1 
13 6 1 
4 1 1 
84 5 1 
75 1 1 
65 5 1 
56 2 1 
46 7 1 
37 4 1 
28 2 1 
18 7 1 
9 7 1 
----·----- 5 1 81 4 1 
72 5 1 
63 4 1 
54 5 1 
45 5 1 
36 6 1 
28 ---------· 1 19 2 1 
10 4 1 
1 6 1 
83 1 1 
74 4 1 
66 ---------- 1 57 4 1 
49 ---------- 1 40 5 1 
32 1 1 
23 7 1 
15 4 1 
7 3 1 
89 ---------- 1 
80 7 1 
72 6 1 
64 5 l 



















































































































J n at'J 1 13 
2 13 
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TABLE-Continued. 
Principal. 
90ths. 8ths. DoUars. 
48 5 1 
40 5 1 
32 6 1 
24 6 1 
17 ---------- 1 9 1 1 
1 2 1 
83 5 1 
76 1 ----------.68 2 1 
60 6 1 
53 ---------- ----------45 5 ----------38 ---------- ----------30 4 ----------23 1 ----------15 6 -·--------8 3 ----------1 1 ----------83 7 ----------76 5 ----------69 3 ----------62 2 ----------55 1 ----------48 ---------- ----------40 7 ----------33 7 ----------26 7 ----------19 7 ----------13 
---------- ----------6 1 ----------89 2 ----------82 4 ----------75 6 ----------69 
----------
____ .. _____ 
62 2 - -· ------55 4 ----------48 7 ----------42 3 ----------35 6 ----------29 2 ----------22 5 ----------16 2 ----------9 6 ----------3 3 ----------87 
--------- - ----------80 4 ----------74: 2 ----------68 --------- - ----------61 6 --·-------65 4 ----------49 3 ----------









































































































Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. 
1779. 
January 3 13 31 ---------- ---------- 72 ----------4 :13 25 ---------- ---- ___ ... __ 71 5 5 13 18 7 ---------- 71 2 6 13 12 , 7 ---------- 70 7 
7 13 7 ---------- ---------- 70 4 8 13 1 ---------- ---·------ 70 2 9 12 85 1 ---·------ 69 7 
10 12 79 2 ---------- 69 4 11 12 73 3 ---------- 69 1 12 12 67 4 ---------- 68 6 13 12 61 5 --------- .. 68 4 14 12 55 7 ---------- 68 1 15 12 50 2 ---------- 67 6 16 12 44 4 ---------- 67 3 17 12 38 7 ---------- 67 1 
18 12 33 1 ---------- 66 6 19 12 27 4 ---------- 66 3 20 12 22 ---------- ---------- 66 ----------21 12 16 3 ---------- 65 7 22 12 10 7 ---------- 65 3 
23 12 5 3 ---------- 65 ----------24 11 89 7 ---------- 64 6 25 11 84 3 ---------- 64 3 26 11 79 ---------- ---------- 64 1 27 11 73 4 ---------- 63 6 28 11 68 2 ---·------- 63 4 
29 11 62 7 ---------- 63 1 30 11 57 4 ---------- 62 6 31 11 52 2 ---------- 62 4 Febn1ary 1 11 47 ---------- ---------- 62 1 2 11 41 6 ---------- 61 7 3 11 36 5 ---------- 61 4 4 11 31 3 ---------- 61 2 5 11 26 2 ---------- 60 7 6 11 21 1 ---------- 60 5 7 11 10 ---------- ---------- 60 2 8 11 10 7 ---------- 60 ----------9 11 5 7 ---------- 59 6 10 11 -- ---· -- -- 7 ---------- 59 3 11 10 85 6 -----·---- 59 1 12 10 80 7 ·--------- 58 6 13 10 75 7 ---------- 58 4 14 10 71 ---------- ---------- 58 2 15 10 66 1 ---------- 57 7 16 10 61 1 -- --. -... 57 5 
17 10 56 2 
________ ..... 57 3 
18 10 51 4 ---------- 57 ----------19 10 46 5 ---------- 56 6 20 10 41 7 ---------- 56 4 21 10 37 1 ---------- 56 1 22 10 32 3 ---------· 55 7 23 10 27 6 ---------- 55 6 24 10 23 ---------- ---------- 55 3 25 10 18 2 ---------- 55 ----------26 10 13 5 -----·---- 54 6 




Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 90ths. Sths. 
1779. 
February 27 10 9 l 54 4 ----------28 10 4 4 54: 2 ----------March 1 10 ---------- ---------- --------- 54 ----------2 9 87 1 53 6 ---------- 5 3 9 84 2 __ .., _______ 53 
4 9 81 3 53 3 ----------- 2 5 !) 78 4 53 ---------- 1 6 9 75 6 53 ---------- 7 7 9 72 7 52 ---------- 6 8 9 70 52 ---------- ..... ............ 5 9 9 67 2 52 ---------- 3 10 9 64 3 52 ---------- 2 11 9 61 5 52 ---------- 1 12 9 58 7 52 ------- --- 7 13 9 56 1 51 ---------- 6 14 9 53 3 51 ---------- 4 15 9 50 5 51 ---------- 3 16 . 9 47 7 51 ---------- 2 17 9 45 1 51 ................... 
1 18 9 42 3 51 ---------- 7 19 9 39 5 50 ---------- 6 20 9 36 7 50 .................. 
5 21 9 34 2 50 
_________ _. 
3 22 9 31 4 50 ---- ---- -- 2 23 9 28 7 50 ---------- 1 24 9 26 1 ---------- 50 25 9 23 4 ---------- 50 ----------26 9 20 7 49 6 ----------27 9 18 2 49 5 ·-- ------- 4 28 9 15 4 ... - ..... -.. - .. -. 49 29 9 12 7 49 2 ----------30 9 10 2 49 1 .................. 
31 9 7 5 ---------- 49 --- ------.April 1 9 5 48 7 ---------- ----------2 9 2 4 48 6 
3 ·--------- 4 8 89 7 --------- -- 48 4 8 87 2 48 3 ·---------5 8 84 6 48 2 
ti 8 82 -----·---- 48 1 1 7 8 79 ---------- 7 5 47 8 8 77 ---------- 6 ---------- ·--------- 47 9 8 74 4 47 6 10 8 72 ---------- 4 
11 ---------- ----------- 47 8 69 4 47 3 ·---------12 8 66 7 47 2 ·-- -- .. ----13 8 64 4 47 1 14- 8 62 ---------· 7 ---------- --- ------- 46 15 8 59 4 46 6 16 8 67 
,. _____ 
. - -
17 ·--------- ·--------- 46 5 8 5 4 4-6 4 1 -------- --62 ·--------- ·--------- 46 2 19 8 49 4 46 1 ---- ---·--io 8 4:7 l 45 7 i1 8 44 ·---------
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TABLE-Continued. 
Principal. 
90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 
39 6 ----------
37 2 ----------34 7 .., ___ __ ----
32 4 ------ ... -- -
30 1 ----------27 6 ----------25 3 --------- -
23 ----------- ----------20 5 ----------18 2 ----------
15 7 --------- -13 4 ----------11 1 ................... 
8 7 ------- ---
6 4 ---------4 2 --------- -1 7 ----------89 5 ----------87 3 ----------
85 ---------- ----------82 6 ----------80 4 ----------78 2 ----------75 7 ----------73 5 ----------
71 4 
.,. _________ 
69 2 ----------67 ---------- ----------64 6 ----- -------
62 4 ----------60 3 --------- -58 1 ----------
55 7 ---------· 53 6 ----------51 4 --------- -
49 3 ----------
47 1 ----------45 ....................... ----------42 7 ----------40 6 ----------38 5 ----------
36 4 --- ·M ·-·-- .. 
34 3 ----------
32 2 ----------30 1 ----------28 ---------- --------- ... 25 7 ----------
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TABLE ....... Continued. 
Principal. Interest. 
Date, 
Dollars. 90ths. Sths. Dollars. 90ths. Sths. 
1779. 
June 17 7 7 3 ---------- 38 2 18 7 5 2 ---------- 88 1 19 7 3 2 ---------- 38 ••••P••••• 20 7 1 2 ---------- 37 7 21 6 -89 2 --------- - 37 6 22 6 87 2 ---------- 37 5 23 6 85 2 ---------- 37 4 24 6 83 2 ---------- 37 3 25 6 81 2 ---------- 37 2 26 6 79 2 ---------- 37 1 27 6 77 2 ---------- 37 ----------28 6 75 . 3 ---------- 36 7 29 6 73 3 ---------- 36 6 30 6 71 3 ---------- 36 5 July 1 6 69 4 ---------- 36 4 2 6 67 4 ---------- 36 3 3 6 ·65 5 ---------- 36 2 4 6 . 63 5 )---------- 36 1 5 6 61 6 ---------- 36 1 6 6 59 6 ---------- 36 -----·--· 7 6 57 7 ---------- 35 6 8 6 56 ---------- 35 5 ----------9 6 54 1 ---------- 35 5 10 6 52 1 ---------- 35 4: 11 6 50 2 ---------- 35 3 12 6 48 3 ---------- 35 2 13 6 46 4 ---------- 35 ------··· 14 6 44 5 ---------- 35 1 15 6 42 6 ---------- 35 -------·· 16 6 40 7 
.. --------- 34 7 17 6 39 1 ---------- 34 6 18 6 37 2 ·--------- 34 5 19 6 35 3 ---------- 34 4 20 6 33 4 ---------- 34 3 21 6 31 6 ---------- 34 2 22 6 29 7 ---------- 34 l 23 6 28 1 ---------- 34 --------24- 6 26 2 ---------- 33 7 25 6 24 4 ---------- 33 4 26 6 22 5 ---------- 33 6 27 6 20 7 ---------- 33 6 28 6 19 1 ---------- 33 4 29 6 17 2 ---------- 33 3 30 6 15 4 ··-------- 33 2 31 6 13 6 ---------- 33 2 Augu t 1 6 12 
--------- ----------· 33 --------2 6 10 2 ·--------- 33 -------· 3 6 8 4 ---------- 32 7 i 6 6 6 ------ ---- 32 6 5 6 5 
--------- ----------- 32 5 6 i 3 2 
----- -- ---- 32 4 7 6 l i 
------ ---- 32 4 8 5 89 6 ---------- 32 3 9 6 88 
---------- ---------- 32 2 10 5 86 3 32 1 ----------





Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. 
1779. 
August 11 5 84 5 ---------- 32 ----------12 5 82 7 ---------- 31 7 13 5 81 2 ---------- 31 6 14 5 79 4 ---------- 31 6 15 5 77 7 ---------- 31 5 16 5 76 1 ---------- 31 4 17 5 74 3 ---------- 31 3 18 5 72 6 ---------- 31 2 19 5 71 1 ---------- 31 2 20 5 69 4 ---------- 31 1 21 5 67 6 ·--------- 31 ----------22 5 66 1 ---------- 30 7 23 5 64 4 ---------- 30 7 24 5 62 7 ---------- 30 6 25 5 61 2 ---------- 30 5 26 5 59 5 ---------- 30 4 27 5 68 ---------- ---------- 30 4 28 5 56 3 ---------- 30 3 29 6, 54 6 ---------- 30 2 30 5 53 1 ---------- 30 1 31 6 61 4 ---------- 30 ----------September 1 5 50 ---------- ---------- 30 ----------2 5 48 ---------· ---------- 29 7 3 5 46 _..., ________ ---------- 29 6 4 5 44 ·--------- ---------- 29 5 5 5 42 ---------- ---------- 29 4 6 5 40 1 ---------- 29 3 7 6 38 1 ---------- 29 . 2 
8 5 36 1 ---------- 29 1 9 5 34: 2 
_________ .. 
29 ----------10 6 32 2 ---------- 28 7 11 5 30 2 ---------- 28 6 12 5 28 3 -----· ---- 28 5 
13 5 26 4 ---------- 28 4: 14 6 24 5 ·--------- 28 4: 
15 5 22 5 ---------- 28 3 16 5 20 6 ---------- 28 2 17 5 18 7 ·--------- 28 1 18 5 17 ---------- ----- -- -- 28 ----------19 5 15 1 ---------- 27 7 20 5 13 3 ---------- 27 6 21 5 11 4 ---------- 27 5 22 5 9 5 ---------- 27 4: 23 5 7 6 ---------- 27 3 24 5 5 7 ---------- 27 3 25 5 4: 1 ---------- 27 2 26 5 2 2 ---------- 27 1 27 5 ---------- 4 ---------- 27 ----------28 4 88 5 ---------- 26 7 29 4 86 7 ·--------- 26 6 30 4 85 1 ---------- 26 6 
October 1 4 83 2 ---------· 26 6 
2 4 81 4 ---------- 26 
4 
3 4 79 6 ----------
26 3 
4 4 78 ---------- ----------
26 2 
46 
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TABLE-Continued. 
Principal. Interest. Date. 
Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. -
1779. 
October 5 4 76 2 ---------- 26 1 6 4 74 4 ........... ____ 26 ----------7 4 72 6 ---------- 26 ----------8 4 71 .. _________ .. --------- 25 7 9 4 69 2 ~--·------ 25 6 10 4 67 5 ---------- 25 5 11 4 65 7 ---·------- 25 4 12 4 64 1 25 4 ----------13 4 62 4 
---------- 25 3 14 4 60 6 25 2 ----------15 4 59 1 25 1 ----------16 4 57 3 ---------- 25 ·--- -----17 4 55 5 24 7 ·--· ------18 4 54 24 7 ·--------- ----------19 4 52 3 24 6 ·---------20 4 50 6 24 5 ...................... 21 4 49 1 24 4 ----------22 4 47 4 24 4 ----------23 4 45 7 24 3 ... _________ 24- 4 44 2 24 1 ---- -------25 4 42 5 24 1 ----------26 4 41 ---------- ---------- 24 ·--------27 4 39 5 
---------- 24 ---- ------
28 4 37 6 23 7 ----------29 4 36 1 23 6 ----------30 4 34 5 23 5 ----------31 4- 33 .. _____ --- ... 23 5 ----------November 1 4 31 4 2~ 4 ------ ----2 4 29 7 23 3 ----------3 4 28 2 23 2 ----------4 4 26 6 23 1 ----------5 4 25 1 ---------· 23 --------6 4 23 5 ---------- 23 --------7 4 22 1 22 7 ----------8 4 20 4 
---------- 22 6 9 4 19 ---------- 22 5 ----------10 4 17 4 22 5 ·---------11 4 16 --------- - ---------- 22 4 12 4 14 4 22 4 13 4 13 ----------
3 --------- ----------- 22 14 4 11 4 22 2 15 4 10 ----------
1 --------- - ----·----- 22 16 4 8 4 22 ------------------17 4 7 --------- 22 - ---- -----# -----1· l 4 5 5 21 ----------19 4 4 1 21 6 20 4 2 ----------
6 
5 
---------- 21 21 4 1 2 21 5 22 3 89 ----------6 
---------- 21 4 23 3 88 2 21 3 ----------2• 3 86 7 21 3 ----------25 3 85 4 21 2 2 3 ------ ·---8-1- ·------- 21 1 27 -- ----------3 82 5 ---------- 21 1 2 3 81 1 
1---- ------ 21 -------




Dollars. 90ths. Sths. Dollars. 90ths 8ths. 
1779. 
November 29 3 79 6 
____ .. ______ 21 ·---------
30 3 78 3 ---------- 20 7 
December 1 3 77 ---------- ---------- 20 6 
2 3 75 5 ---------- 20 5 
3 3 74 2 ---------- 20 5 
4: 3 72 7 ---------- 20 4: 
5 3 71 4 ---------- 20 3 
6 3 70 1 ---------- 20 3 
7 3 68 6 ----------- 20 2 
8 3 67 3 .. -- - .. - .. - .. 20 2 
9 3 66 ---------- ---------- 20 1 
10 3 64 5 ---------- 20 ----------
11 3 63 3 ---------- 19 7 
12 3 62 ---------- ---------- 19 7 
13 3 60 5 ------ ---- 19 6 
14 3 59 3 ---------- 19 6 
15 3 58 ---------- ---------- 19 5 
16 3 56 6 ---------- 19 4 
17 3 55 3 ---· ------ ]9 3 
18 3 54 1 ---------- 19 3 
19 3 52 6 ·--------- 19 3 
20 3 51 4 ---------- 19 2 
21 3 50 2 -----· ---- 19 1 
22 3 48 7 ....................... 19 -----------23 3 47 5 ---------- 19 --- -------24 3 46 3 ---------- 19 ----------25 3 45 1 ---------- 18 7 26 3 43 7 ---------- 18 6 27 3 42 5 ---------- 18 5 
28 3 41 3 ---------- 18 5 
29 3 40 1 ---------- 18 5 
30 3 38 7 ---------- 18 4 
31 3 37 5 ---------· 18 3 1780. 
January l 3 36 3 --------- ... 18 3 
2 3 35 1 ---------- 18 2 
3 3 34 ---------- .. .................... 18 2 
4 3 32 6 
___ .., ______ 
18 2 
5 3 31 4 ---------- 18 1 
6 3 30 2 --------- .. 18 .. _________ 
7 3 29 1 ---------- 18 .. ----- ----8 3 28 ---------- ---··------ 17 7 
9 3 26 6 --------- .. 17 6 
10 3 25 4 ·----- ---- 17 6 
11 3 24 3 ·--------- 17 5 12 3 23 1 ---------- 17 5 
13 3 22 ·----- ---- ---------- 17 4 14 3 20 7 ------ ___ ... 17 3 
15 3 19 5 ---------- 17 3 16 3 18 4 ---------- 17 3 17 3 17 3 ------ ---- 17 2 
18 3 16 2 
__ ,. _______ 17 1 
19 3 15 --- ------- ---------- 17 1 
20 3 13 7 ---------- 17 ·---------21 3 12 6 ---------- 16 7 





Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. 
1780. 
,January 22 3 11 5 ---------- 16 '1 23 3 10 4 ---------- 16 6 24 3 9 3 ---------· 16 5 25 3 8 2 16 5 ----------26 3 7 1 16 3 ----------27 3 6 16 4 28 ---------- ------ ·-· - 16 3 3 4 7 ----------29 3 3 7 16 3 ---------- 2 30 3 2 6 16 ---------- 2 31 3 1 5 ----------- 16 February 1 3 5 16 2 ---------- ---------- 1 2 2 89 4 ---------· 16 3 2 88 3 ---------- 16 ------ ·--4 2 87 2 ---------- 16 ---------5 2 86 2 15 7 ___ .,. ______ 6 2 85 1 15 7 ----------7 2 84: 1 15 6 ----------8 2 83 15 6 9 2 ---------- ---------- 15 5 82 10 2 ---------- ---------- 15 5 81 11 2 ---------- .. _________ 15 4: 79 7 12 2 78 ---------· 15 i 7 13 2 77 ---- .. ---- 15 3 7 14: 2 76 ---------- 15 3 6 15 2 75 ---------- 15 2 6 16 2 74: ---------· 15 2 6 17 2 73 --------- ... 1 6 15 12 2 72 ---------- 15 l 6 19 2 71 ···--------6 15 ____ , ___ 20 2 70 ........ _____ 5 15 --------21 2 69 --------- - 14: 7 5 22 2 68 ---------- 7 5 14 23 2 67 ---------- 14: 6 5 24 2 66 ---------- 6 6 14 26 2 65 .. _________ 5 6 14 26 2 64 ---------- 5 6 14 27 2 63 ---------- 5 28 6 -------- .;: - 14 2 62 6 14 4 29 ----------March 2 61 6 14 3 1 2 ·---------60 7 14 3 2 2 59 7 ---------- 2 14 3 2 58 7 ·--------- 2 4 14 2 58 ---------- 2 5 2 67 ---------- ·--------- 14 
1 6 2 56 --·------ ----------- 14 
1 7 2 55 ----- -- -- ·--------- 14 8 2 54 -·-----· -- ---------- 14 -------1 14 9 2 53 --------·· -------1 13 7 10 2 52 ----------11 2 1 ·--------- 13 7 51 2 13 7 12 2 50 ----------2 13 6 13 2 i9 ----------3 13 6 1 2 • ----------4 ·--------- 13 5 




Dollars. 90ths. 8ths. Dollars. 90ths. Sths. 
1780. 
March 15 2 47 5 ---------- 13 5 lG 2 46 6 ---------- 13 4 17 2 45 7 ---------- 13 4 18 2 45 ---·------ ---------- 13 4 
Extract from the minutes. 
A correct copy from the printed statement. 
CHARLES LEE, Secretary. 
F. LOWNDES. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Register's Office, February 1, 1859. 
I certify the foregoing to be a true extract from a record of statements on file in this 
office. 
F. BIGGEI(, Register. 
Rep. C. C. 261-4 
RICHARD S. COXE. 
APPENDIX II. 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Register's Office, December 14, 1859. 
Srn: In compliance with your request, I herein enclose a copy of 
pages 51 and 52 of an account of General Washington, on file in this 
office. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
· F. BIGGER, Register, 
R.H. GILLET, Esq., 
Solicitor of Court of Claims. 
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Recapitulation or general statement of the accounts for t~e years I 17 5, 
'76, '77, '78, and '79, and for 1780, '81, '82, and '83. 
DR. 
-------------- ----------.---------.- --- - -
To household expenses, (exclusive of the provisions had 
from commissaries and contractorR, and liquors re-
ceived from them and others,) viz: 
Mr. Austin's account No. i_ ____________ _ 
Mrs. 8mith's account No 2, £563 12s., Yk. 
C. 'J'., equal to _______________ • ___ • 
Major Gibb's account No. 3 ·------------
Captain Colfax's account No. 4 _________ _ 
£ &, d. 
496 19 4 
422 14 0 
483 6 0 
1,984 15 0 
Total household expenditures_ •• ___ .• _ •• - _ - _ - - -
Expended for secret intelligence0 ________________ • __ _ 
E xpended in reconnoitring and in travelling, sometimes 
with and sometimes without the army, but generally with a party of horse __________________________ _ 








Tota}. ___________ ·------------------------- 160,074 
To $160,074 extended in lawful money according to the 
scale of depreciation, per contra _____ • __ ••• __ •• _ .•• ______ • _ •..•• 
Expenditures of eight years. __ ._ •• _______ • ____ . ________ •• __ • 
Lawful. 
£3,387 14 4 
3,387 14: 4 
1,982 10 ·O 
1,874 8 8 
2,952 10 1 
10,197 3 1 
6,114: 14 0 
16,311 17 1 
u 200 guineas advanced General McDougall for tho like purpose is not included in this 
sum, as I have had no control of it, and know nothing of the application. 
CR. 
Dollars. Lawful. 
1775-1777 By amount of several sums received per ac-
count to the date hereof. .• ___ •. __ • _____ • ·------------· £3,126 7 9 July 1,1783 By amount received since to the present date_. 160,074 6,450 7 0 
By $160,074 turned into lawful money by tlte scale of depreciation adopted by Congress, 
as follows, viz : 
When received. Dollars. 
Value in lawful 
money. 
Year and month. Nominal. Bydepreci-
ation. 
1777. February ______ • _ • ______ . 2,610 2,610 £782 10 0 April. __ • ____ • ___________ 1,000 1,000 300 0 0 
May ________________ ·-·· 1,000 1,000 300 0 0 
July-------------------- 1. 000 1,000 300 0 0 
1,000 1,000 300 0 0 August __________________ 
500 600 150 0 0 
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RECAPITULATION-Continued. CR. 
.. 
When received, Dollars. 
Value in lawful 
money. 
Year and month. Nominal. By depreci-
ation. 
'". -·· . ···--···--- .... .,,., ...... ·····-·•--·--· ..... ... -----·- . .. --··----
1777. August _______ • _________ . 1,000 1,000 £300 0 0 
October •• ____ ._ •• ___ • ___ . 1,000 911 273 6 0 
1,000 911 273 6 0 
December •••••• __ • ______ • 1,000 754 226 4 0 
17-78. January----·-----------· 2,000 1,370 411 0 0 
1,000 685 205 10 0 
April--·-· ______________ 1,000 497 146 2 0 
May······-------------- 2,000 868 260 8 0 June ••••• _______________ 
2,000 756 226 16 0 
August •.• __________ • ___ . 2,000 574 172 4 0 
100 29 8 14 0 
September ___ ••••••••. ___ 1,000 250 75 0 O· 
November _ •••••.• __ • ____ 2,000 366 109 16 0 
December ••• _ •••• _._ •• ___ 2,000 314: 94 4 0 
1779. March_ • __ • _ • _________ •• _ 2,000 200 60 0 0 
500 50 15 0 0 
April ___ •••••• _ •• ____ •••• 2,000 180 54 0 0 June ____________________ 
3,000 220 66 12 0 
September-------·--··· •• 2,000 110 33 0 0 November _______________ 3,000 129 38 14 0 
December ________________ 3,000 114 34 4 0 
1780. January·---------------- 3,000 102 30 12 0 
February ____ ••• ____ • _ ••• 5,000 130 39 0 0 March ________ • _ • ____ • __ • 3,000 78 23 8 0 
3,000 75 22 10 0 
April _______ • _ • .••• _ •• ___ 3,000 75 22 10 0 
May---·-···------------ 4,000 100 30 0 0 
4,800 120 36 0 0 June ______ ____ __________ 
4,300 108 32 8 0 
10,000 250 75 0 0 
A 11gust _ • ___ • _ • _ •.•• _ •• _ . 5,000 125 37 10 0 
September _. _ ••• _ • ___ • __ . . 8,000 200 60 0 0 
5,000 125 37 10 0 
November . ____ •••• ______ 1,000 25 7 10 0 
1781. February •• __ • _____ • _ . ___ 9,264 231 69 6 0 March. __________________ 
30,000 750 225 0 0 
May---------------- ---- 20,000 500 150 0 0 
------
160,074 20,393 Amounting to £6,114 l 4 0 
1783, July 1.-By balance due G. Washington and carried to new account, 
folio 65 ..•..••.. ____ . ____________ •••. _____ •••. _ •. ____ .•.. - - - - - 620 8 4: 
OTl.-10 ,364 of the above dollars were received after March, 1780, and altbou17h 
er dltc aUO for 1, many of them di not fetch l for a hundred; while 27,775 of them 
re returned itbout deducting anything from the above account. 
oo. WASHINGTON. 
'I'Jl 
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IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 
June 11, A. D. 1860. 
ANNA GIBSON'S ADMINISTRATOR vs. THE UNITED STATES. 
ScARBURGH, J. 
By an act of Congress approved February 12, A. D. 1793, it was 
provided as follows : 
§ 1. " That all claims upon the United States for serviceg or sup-
plies, or for other cause, matter, or thing furnished or done previous 
to the fourth day of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, 
whether founded upon certificates or other written documents from 
public officers, or otherwise, which have not already been barred by 
any act of limitation, and which shall not be presented at the treas-
ury before the first day of May, one thomand seven hundred and 
ninety-four, shall forever after be barred and precluded from settle-
ment or allowance : Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to affect loan office certificates, certificates of final settle-
ment, indents of interest, balances entered in the books of the Register 
of the Treasury, certificates issued by the Register of the Treasury, com- · 
monly called registered certificates, loans of money obtained in foreign 
countries, or certificates issued pursuant to the act intituled 'An act 
making provision for the debt of the United States : ' And provided 
further, That nothing herein contained shall be construed to pro-
hibit the proper officers of the treasury from demanding an account 
or accounts to be rendered for any moneys heretofore advanced 
and not accounted for, or from admitting, under the usual forms and 
restrictions, credits for expenditures equal to the sums which have 
been so advanced." 
§ 2. " That it shall be the duty of the Auditor of the Treasury to 
receive all such claims aforesaid as have not been heretofore barred by 
any act of limitation as shall be presented before the time aforesaid, 
with the certificates or other documents in support thereof, and to 
cause a record to be made of the names of the persons and of the time 
when the said claims are presented; which record shall be made in 
the presence of the person or persons presenting the Rame-, and shall 
be the only evidence that the said claims were presented during the 
time limited by this act.'' 
§ 3. " That it shall be the duty of the accounting officers of the 
treasury to make report to Congress upon all such of the said claims 
as shall not be allowed to be valid according to the usual forms of the 
treasury." (1 Stat. at L., pp. 301-2, ch. 6.) 
U oder this act a claim was presented on the 30th day of March, A. 
D. 1794, by John Nicholson, for and in behalf of the petitioner's 
intestate, for $27,235, as due her on bills of credit of the old emission; 
but it was not allowed to be valid by the accounting officers of the 
treasury. The Auditor, in his report, said : "I certify that, purRu-
ant to an act of Con~ress passed on the 12th day of February, 1793, 
entitled 'An act relative to claims against the United States not 
barred by any act of limitation, and which have not been already 
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adjusted,' tbere bave been received and registered at this office one 
hundred and twenty-four claimR, presented by persons named in the 
accompanying abstract; which claims, being distributed into fou:teen 
classes, I have examined and am of opinion that the same are m:1d-
misflible at the treasury for the reasons hereafter assigned in treatrng 
of each particular class." He put the decedent's claim in class 7, and 
said: '' This class is composed of three claims presented by John 
Nicholson, all of which are founded on bills of credit issued by a~tl_ior-
ity of the late government, commonly called bills of the old em1ss10~. 
For these Mr. Nicholson claims credit at par ; that is, one specie 
dollar for every dollar in paper. The only provision hitherto made 
for this species of paper is by the act of Congress of the 4th of 
August, 1790, entitled ' An act making provision for the debt of the 
United States.' How far it may comport with justice to make pro-
vision on different principles for the particular cases now under con-
sideration, is a question proper for the decision of Congress. The 
money has not yet been examined or counted." (9 Am. St. Papers, 
Claims, pp. 172, 17 4.) 
The petitioner asks " that payment of principal and interest, a~: 
cording to the terms of the original obligation, may now be made, 
but offers no otber evidence in support of his claim than the report. of 
~he accounting officers of the treasury. He alleges that " the ong-
rnal record and vouchers accompanying it are believed to have per-
ished in the conflagration of the Treasury Department, as upon 
inquiry they cannot be found there· but the report from the Secre-
tary still, it is believed, remains a~onO' the archives of Congrei,s, and 
it may be found published in full in G~les & Seaton's State Papers, 
title 'Claims,' pp. 172, 183." . 
When claims were presented at the treasury under the first s~ctwn 
of the act of February 12, A.1.>. 1793, it was the duty of the Auditor of 
the Treasury, under the second section to receive them, with the cer-
tificates ?r other documents in support thereof, an<l to cause a record to 
be made m the presence of the persons presen t.i ng the same, of the nam~s 
of such persons, and of the time when the claims were presented. This 
Wt\S done in tbe petitioner's case. The claim was presented at the 
trea~ury, ~nd, with the documents in support of it, was receive~ by the 
Auditor of the Treasury, who duly made a record of the claimant s name 
and of the ti!Ile when her claim was presented. This record is evidence 
~ha.t the claim was _presented at the treasury at the time recorded ; but 
it 1s not, nor was rntended to be, anything more. The object of the 
tatute seems to have been to effect a settlement at the treasury of all 
the claims embraced by it that could be settled there and to bring the 
rest before Congress with a view to such further leo-'islation as might 
be proper, or in default of their presentation at the treasury within 
the time limited, to bar and preclude them from settlement or allow-
ance thereafter. 
s oon as "such of the ai claims as" had not been" allowed to 
v li " were re orted Congre s, the whole object of thP- statute, 
a hem, wa accompli bed. othing more wat1 required. Oon-
r. ha mer ly, by the atnte, sought to obtain information of the 
exi tence and char cter of tho e claims, and this object had been at-
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tained: the statute as to them was functus <Yfficio. The relations of the 
parties were in no way altered. Congress had neither sough! for nor 
provided the means of securing evidence in support of the claims, but 
each claimant was left to take such measures for the further prosecu-
tion of his claim as he might deem expedient. The documents w~ich 
he had presented in support of his claim, and which bad been received 
by the Auditor of the Treasury, were still his, and he was entitled to 
have them returned to him. The statute did not require that they 
should be reported to Congress; and the whole object of presenting 
them at the treasury having been effected, they were again subject to 
the control of their owner, and he was at full liberty to have them 
restored to him. · 
What was done with reference to the documents presented at the 
treasury with the present claim, after the report of the accounting 
officers of the treasury was made to Congress, there is no direct evi-
dence now before us. All that I know is, that after the lapse of 
more than sixty years from the date of that report, and after the-death 
of Anna Gibson, and after" the conflagration of the Treasury Depart-
ment," in which, it is believed, the vouchers accompanying the claim 
perished, this claim was presented here, and, that it does not appear, 
by any direct evidence, that Anna Gibson, in her lifetime, or any per-
son for her, in her lifetime or afterwards, took any steps in the mean-
time in relation to her claim. Under such circumstances, especially 
when we take into consideration that the amount claimed was $27,235, 
and that, after the report of the accounting otticers of the treasury 
was made to Congress, Anna Gibson was entitled to demand the docu-
ments which had been presented with her claim and to have them 
restored to her the presumption is, that she made such demand, and 
that it was complied with. This was the course dictated by a due re-
gard to her own interests, and in the absence of proof to the contrary, 
under the circumstances now before us, it mu~t be presumed that it 
was adopted. '!1he allegation, therefore, that "the original record 
and vouchers accompanying it are believed to have perished in the 
conflagration of the Treasury Department, as upon inquiry they can-
not be found there," does not lay a sufficient foundation to dispense 
with the production of the bills of credit, or to authorize the introduc- . 
tion of secondary evidence in regard to them. The presumption is, 
that they were not in the Treasury Department at the time of the con-
flagration. Moreover, if they were withdrawn from the treasury, as 
they would have passed by delivery like bank notes, they would be-· 
come the property of any bona fide holder of them. Hence, it is not 
enough to show that Anna Gibson was the owner of them in 1794, 
but it must appear that they now Lelong to her representatives. 
But even if a sufficient foundation were laid to dispense with the 
actual production of the bills of credit, and the report of the account-
ing officers of the treasury were admissible as secondary evidence, still 
that reJJort does not show either that Anna Gibson, in 1794, held bills 
of credit of the old emission, or that they amounted to $27 ,_235. That 
report cannot be evideuce of matter which it does not contnrn. 1t does 
not therein appear that Anna Gibson presented bills of cre?it of the 
old emission amounting to $27,235, but only that she churned that 
sum for such bills. The documents presented may or may not have 
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been such bills, anu they may or may not have amounted to $27,235. 
They were not either" examined or counted; " nor , as the claim could 
not be allowed, was it the duty of the accounting officers of the treas-
ury to do either the one or the other. The Auditor., in receiving the 
claim with the documents in support of it, and making a record of the 
name of Anna Gibson and of the time when the cln.im was presented, 
and the accounting officers of the treasury, in making report upo1;1 the 
claim to Congress, did all that the statute either authorized or reqmred. 
I cannot, therefore, say from that report either that the_ p~pers offered 
and received were in fact bills of credit of the old emission, or that 
they amounted to $27,235. All that is stated in the report n;a~ be 
true, and yet the documents not be bills of credit of the old emission , 
or not am_ount to the one hundredth part of the sum claimed. No 
inference, either the one way or the other, can be drawn from.th~ re-
port itself. It was valueless for any such purpose in the begmm~g, 
and the mere lapse of time has added nothing and could add nothmg 
to it in this respect. 
But again, even if the report of the accounting officers of the treas-
ury actually showed that the documents presented at the tre~sury we_re 
bills of credit of the old emission amounting to the sum claimed_, stil} 
there is nothing to show when they were issued. By the resolutwn of 
January 2, A. D. 1779, the emissions of May 20, A. ~- 1777_, and 0 
April 11, A. D. 1778, were ordered to be taken out of circulation, autl 
were required to be brought in for that purpose by the 1st day of J_une, 
A. D. 17 79, else not afterwards to be redeemable. Were they of either 
of these emissi?1;1s? If they 'Yere, then, not having been presented 
under the prov1S1ons of the resolution of January 2, A. D. 1779, t~ey 
were thereby barred. Moreover, it wn.s stated in that very resoluti?n 
as the reason why they should be brought in, that many counterfeits 
of the two emissions just noticed had appeared in circulation. W ere 
th.e documents presented by Anna Gibson a portion of these counter-
feits ? They may have been without any fault whatever on her part, 
for sh~ may have received them in good faith without any ~nowle~ge 
of their character . If t bey were, this sufficiently accounts for th_e f_act 
that her claim, which , in 1794 sh e r eo-arded as valid and as entitlmg 
her to receive from the U nited' States b$27 235 was never again pre-
sented in her lifetime , and was left to sl~mb~r for more t han sixty 
year , And, too_, the re~ort of the accounting officers of the t reasury 
would be as cons1 tent with the fact that those documents were coun-
terfeit a~ with the fact that they were not counterfeits. Nor doe ~he 
hypothe 1s tb~t they may have been counterfeits imply any imputat10n 
upon Ann_a. ib on,. or upo~ the present claimant . It is , on the con-
trary, en~1~ely _con 1 te_nt with the good faith of all concerned. 
. Y o 1010n 1 , th~t 1t doe not appear from the evidence that ~~na 
Gib on wa at any time the holder of bills of credit of the old em1 s10n 
a.mo nting to '27,2 5, or to any other sum. At th e present day, 
~hen he document pre ented at the trea ury are not produced, and 
it d not ufficiently a pear what ba become of them somethin 
m~re than th~ ere recor made by the Auditor of the Tr~asury, w~o 
ne1th~r examrne nor co n e them, i nece ary to show either their 
u10co or their arno 10 . 
opinion i , that the etitioner is not entitled to relief. 
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IN THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 
June 11, 1860. 
RICHARD S. CoxE, ADMINISTRATOR OF ANNA GrnsoN, vs. THE UNITED 
STATES. 
LORING, J. 
In this case I am of opinion that the evidence on which the petitioner 
has rested his case is not admissible. 
In 1193 the United States were indebted for supplies furnished and 
services done in the war of the revolution, and Congress had from time 
to time made efforts to get in all such claims and to ascertain their 
amount in reference to their arrangement and liquidation. Among 
other acts for this purpose, they passed the resolutions of June 3, 1784, 
by which such claims and certificates of quartermasters and commis-
saries, &c., for such claims, were to be brought in to the local com-
missioners, by whom they were to be adjusted on evidence and certified; · 
and these resolutions provided as follows: "That an interest of six 
per cent. per annum shall be allowed to all creditors of the United 
States for supplies furnished or service done from the time that the pay-
ment became due." 
Now, I think, for the reasons stated in the opinion of this court in 
the case of Addison, administrator of Margaret Leitch, vs. The United 
States, that the resolutions of June 3, 1784, and their words "sup· 
plies furnished and services done,'' referred exclusively to claims for 
work and materials of mechanics and laborers, &c., and for supplies, 
such as provisions, food, fuel, and military stores, use of warehouses, 
&c.; and that the act of February 12, 1793, had the same purpose as 
the resolutions of 1784, and was applicable exclusively to the same 
kinds of claims. The words of the act of 1793 are, "all claims upon 
the United States for services or supplie8, or for other cause, matter, or 
thing, furnished or done previous to the 4th day of Maroh, 1789." 
This is but a paraphraMe of the language of the resolutions of 1784, 
"for supplies furnished and services done," and I think means no 
more; for by the general rule of aJu,1:Jdem generis, the general words 
are to be construed in reference to the particular words that precede 
them. 
Then the act of 1793 proceeds thus: "Whether founded upon cer· 
tificates or other written documents of public officers, or otherwise. n 
This relates only to the evidence of claims referred to; and here again, 
by the same rule of eJusmodi generiB, the word "otherwise" is to be 
construed as referring to evidences of debt of the like nature as "cer-
tificates and other written documents of public officers;" and then the 
provision shows that the claims referred to in the act were matters of 
account, to be settled on evidence; and of this the 2d section of the act 
of 1793 is, I think, conclusive, for it makes it the duty of the Auditor 
of the Treasurv "to receive all such claims aforesaid,'' * * * 
"with the certificates or other documents in support thereof." 
Now, bills of credit were not claims for aupplies or services, or for 
Rep. C. C. 261-5 
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anything furnished or done, or in any way or degree of that nature ; 
they did not depend on certificates or other written documents or any 
extrinsic evidence, but they vouched themselves like bank bills, and 
was, like them, currency. There was no occasion to ascertain tb~ir 
amount, for it was not in dispute, nor disputable; for each showed its 
amount, and the records of the government showed their issues. . 
Therefore I think that bills of credit were not within the operat10n 
of the act of 1793; that that act did not require or direct that th_ey 
should be carried in to the Auditor of the Treasury, or authorize b1rn 
to receive them; and that he was not the agent of the United States 
to receive them or record them, or to do anything in re_lation to. them 
under that act, and that therefore his record or report 1s n_ot e~1dence 
against the United States of the facts it contains, nor admissible for any 
purpose whatever, any more than tho same statement made by any 
other unauthorized person would be. . 
The rule that the United States is not liable for the unauthorized 
acts of their officers is a maxim here· and as the United States in all 
its vast concerns acts only by officers a~d agents, the strict enforc~ment 
of the rule is an absolute necessity. . . 
, If the record or report of the Au<litor is excluded, ther_e 1s no!hmg 
on which the petitioner's claim can rest. I am of o_pimon he 18 not 
entitled to relief. 
1N THE COURT OF CLAIMS. 
June 11, 1860. 
RICHARD S. CoxE, ADMINISTRATOR oF ANNA GrnsoN, vs. THE U NITED 
STATES. 
Huorrns, J . 
The legal obligation of the U ni.ted States to redeem contine~tal 
~ms of the_ old emissions, unless discharged by aome act of limiti3,tion, 
1s v~ry p1am. 
'l'hese bins were issued by tlrn government formed under the article 
of con1ederation before the adoption of our present Constitution , and 
bound tb~t gove~nme~t, in e:Kpre s terms, to pay the. ho ld~rs the 
amount of each bill "rn am h milled dollars or thei r eqmvalen 
in gold an il ver." ' 
The ixth article of the Con titution of tbe United States contain~ 
~he foll?wiog cla e:_ "All de_ . contracted and engagement ent~re 
rnto b fore the adoption of th1 Con titulion shall be as vali aoam 
tb nited tate un er thi Uon titution as under the confoderacy .' 
T hu the nit d te.te eca e bound in the most solemn manner 
for th p ymen of h .e bill. 
her i no act f limita i n known t me applica le to thi c e 
l be the act un er , hich th claim f the petitioner' inte ·t ,I 
te to he Tr a ury epartroeut; and of course, a the 
RICHARD S. COXE. 59 
provisions of that act were complied with, it interposes no bar. ~o 
presumption of payment is good in the case, because such presu~pt10n 
is repelled by proof that a demand was made _und~r the _act of Con-
gress, the claim reported to Congress, and no leg1slat10n for its payment 
(and it could only be pai~ by legislation) ever bad. 
Whatever delay has occurred is imputable to the government; 
whatever laches js proved is the laches of the United States. N~i~her, 
in my opinion, does any other presumption adverse to the pet1t1oner 
herein properly arise from the mere lapse of time. The virtual repu-
diation of this money of the revolution, by the failure to make any 
provision for its redemption, may well excuse a want of activity_ in 
urging their demands on the part of those in whose hands the bills 
have long lain as worthless paper; and when one is found insisting 
upon payment, undeterred by the indifference which has so long been 
the only response to all such petitions, it is no answer to his suit to 
say that the claim is too old. 
The evidence is sufficient, in my opinion, to show that Anna Gibson 
was, on the 30th of March, 1794, the holder of continental bills of 
the old emission to the amount of $27,235. I am also satisfied from 
the evidence that these bills were, by her agent, John Nicholson, 
presented and filed in the Treasury Department and duly registered 
under the act of Congress of February 12, 1793. We have no certain 
account of them afterwards. They must now be either in the posses-
sion of the government, lost, or destroyed. The Treasury Department 
bas not been able to produce them cm the application of this court. 
They are probably destroyed. I will here set out in full all that is 
contained in the report of the Secretary of the Treasury made to 
Congress on the 23d of December, 1795, that relates to the subject-
matter of this claim, as it is upon that evidence that I found my con-
clusions as to Mrs. Gibson owning these bills, their amount and 
description. 
On page 172, vol. 19, Am. State Papers, tit. Claims, the Auditor 
says: 
"I certify that, pursuant to an act of Congress passed on the 12th 
day of February, 1798, entitled 'An act relative to claims against the 
United States not .barred by any act of limitation, and which have 
not been already adjusted,' there have been received and registered at 
this office one hundred and twenty-four claims presented by the per-
sons named in the accompanying abstract, which claims, being dis-
tributed into fourteen classes, I have examined, and am of opinion 
that the same are inadmissible at the treasury for the reasons assigned 
in treating of each particular class.'' It will be observed that the 
Auditor here states explicitly that he has examined the claims. On 
page 17 4 of the same book we find the following remarks: "Class 7. 
'l'his class is composed of three claims, presented by John Nicholson, 
all of which are founded on bills of credit issued hy authority of the 
late government, commonly called bills of the old emissions. For 
these Mr. Nicholson claims payment at par-that is, one specie dollar 
for every dollar in paper. r11he only provision hitherto made for this 
species of paper is by the act of Congress of the 4th of A~gust, 1790, 
entitled 'An act making provision for the debt of the U mted Dtates.' 
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How far it may comport with justice to make provision on different 
principles for the particular cases now under consideration is a question 
proper for the decision of Congress. The money has not yet been 
examined or counted.'' On page 179 of the same book is the schedule 
referred to in the foregoing extracts, which is as follows: 
'5 
c'5 • 
By whom pre- For whom pre Nature or title of Apparent Amount :, .§ When pre-
o ,s sented. sented. sented. the account or in old in specie 
0 () claim. emii,sions. z 
130 Mar. 30, 1794 Anna Gibson. Anna Gibson_ Continental bills of $27,235 -------
old emission. 
This evidence, as already stated, is sufficient, in my opinion, to 
show that Mrs. Gibson was the holder of the bills, and what w~s 
their amount and description . It is true that the Auditor remarks m 
one place that the bills have not been examined or counted; but he 
intimates no doubt either as to their amount or genuineness as set 
forth in his schedule. He rejects them, not for any reason of that 
kind, but because no provision for their payment has been ma_de b~ 
Congress. He must by some satisfactory process have m~de himsel 
sufficiently acquainted with their contents to give a descript10n of ~hem 
in his report both as to general character and amount. The smgle 
statement that the bills have not been examined or counted cannot 
overrule the entire context of the report, nor deprive the petitio~er of 
the benefit of the facts therein stated. Nor could a declarat~on of 
!hat ~ind, made by the officer in his report to Congress, qualify or 
impair a_ recorded description of the claim previously made when the 
theu claimant was present. If any question was to be made as to the 
amount or quality of the uills presented, it should have been made at 
the time of presentation in the presence of the other party. . 
I hold tbe fair construction of the Auditor's report, all part.s ~f it 
being considered together, to be, that he had not critically exam_m_ed 
the continental bills presented by Mrs. Gibson, so as to scrutmize 
them clo e1y, but that prima facie they were in amount and character 
as pecifi~d in th~ report and schedule. Upon that construction the 
burden of proof 1s upon the United States to show some answer to 
t~i. primafacie c· se, some defect in the genuineness or amount of tbe 
b~ll . . o u~h proof i offered. In saying that the evidence abov_e 
1ven i uffic1ent to establi h certain facts I mean also to say that it 
i legal vidence. , 
Public _oc menta are 'fYY'imafacie, if not conclu ive evidence of the 
fi c here10 tate. (1 t reenleaf on Ev., p. 567, section 491.) 
\ h_atever th~ acti ~ f the political departments of the government, 
h1ch ue ion of t te policy properly pertain, may have bee~, 
· h re fter , a t r pudiating, ign ring, or redeeming contl-
n n l ~o~ . 1 f he ~in here in ue tion, 1 am not prepared_ to 
1 r J d1c1all th i d not remai in law a valid and ub isting 
b a' i he nit te ; an am therefore con trained to 
n from be ju a e t f the court herein. 
